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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panoplist. 
ON THE SABBATH. NO. V. 
The Sanctification of the Sabbath. 


Ir, as I fatter myself, it has been 
proved, that the Sabbath is a di- 
vine institution, and of universal 
and perpetual obligation, it be- 
comes extremely interesting to 
inquire, How is the Sabbath to 
be sanctified? What duties are 
enjoined? What thoughts, words, 
and actions are forbidden? The 
jast of these inquiries must be 
deferred to a future number, as 
there will scarcely be reom, in 
the present, for even a concise 
and rapid view of the appropri- 
ate duties of holy time. 

The first clause of the fourth 
commandment, Remember the 
Sabbath day to keefi it holy, com- 
ptehends every thing that God 
has regured. It contains two 
distinct requisitions. The first 
is, that we remember the Sabbath 
day. Alias, that men should ever 
forget so sacred, so benevolent 
an institution! And yet who does 
not know, how many sorts of 
business, how many amuse- 
ments and pleasures, are every 
where, almost, permitted to in- 
trench upon the first hours of 
hely time? If the Sabbath is not 
remembered; if, in other words, 
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its arrival is not anticipated; if. 
the necessary arranzements are 
not made, to enter upon its reli- 
gious duties, a8 soon as it com- 
mences, there is little probabil- 
ity, that it will prove either a 
pleasant or a profitable season to 
the soul. 

Those who rememéer the Sab- 
bath, according to the spirit of 
the commandment, frequently 
carry their thoughts forward to 
lt, while engaged in the cares 
and business ot the week. Es- 
pecially, when it draws near, do 
they strive to banish worldly 
conce!ns from their minds, well 
knowing, tha: it requires time to 
prepare for that exclusive atten- 
tion to religion, which the law of 
the Sabbath most reasonably de- 
mands. Fully aware, at the same 
time, of their own weakness, and 
ever mindful ef the dark and un- 
known deceitfuiness of the beart, 
they apply, in earnest prayer to 
God, for the quickening influen- 
ces of his Spirit, to fit them for 
an early and joyful entrance up- 
on that weekly rest, which isa 
lively type of eternat rest in 
heaveie Always on their guard 
against ahyer, envy, and other 
siniul passions, they are more 
especially so towasds the close 
of the week, deeply sensibie, 
hew necessary the humbie and 
a! 
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forgiving spirit of the Gospel is 
to the sanctification of the Lord’s 
day. 

Remembering the Sabbath im- 
plies, also, such a previous ar- 
rangement of secular affairs, that 
they may not encruach upon the 
beginning of holy time. So far 
Is the conscientious observer of 
this divine institution, from mak- 
ine his calculations to labor 
harder and later on Saturday 
than usual, that he endeavors to 
favor himself and others, as 
much .s he can, that neither he, 
nor they. may be unfitted, by ex- 
treme fatigue, for private and 
public religious duties. Is hea 
husbandman, he will not. if he 
Cat, avoid it, undertake, even in 
harvest time, more work than 


»@@an be accomplished in season. 
“If he regards Saturday evening 


as holy, he will caicalate to kcep 
itt so; and to this end, will, if 
possible, return from the field 
and have his famnly together, 
before the setting of the sun. 
His hired laborers he will dis- 
miss at an early bour, that they 
too may be with their families, 
when the Sabbath begins. Nor 
will they, if conscientious and 
pious, ioiter in idle company, or 
Wwuste the evening in noisy and 
sinfu] mirth. Is he, who remem- 
dere the Sabbath, a mechanic, 
his journeymen and apprentices 
will have liberty to leave their 
work, in due season. His shop 
will be shut early, and the noise 
of the hammer will cease. Is he 
a merchant, his arrangements 
will indicate the approach of 
the sacred rest, before it actu- 
ally arvives. Every thing will 
be put in its place;—his ac- 
counts will %2 acjusted, and his 
customers, knowlig his habits, 
will voluniarily reure. He will 


shut up his counting-room, and, 
leaving his books, merchandise, 
and cares behind, will go to his 
house, collecting his thoughts, 
and meditating upon the require- 
ments and blessings ef God’s 
holy day. 

Does the business of sucha 
person, as] am describing, call 
him from home on Saturday, he 
delays not; but, if pussible, re- 
turns early. Does he ride, or 
walk abroad for amusement in 
the alternoon, he watts not to be 
told, that the least trespass upon 
holy time would be wholly inex- 
cusable. Jn planning and prose- 
cuting journies, he does not, 
like ls of his neighbors, leave 
home on F:iday, or Saturday, 
with the express view of getting 
out ol the town, or state, Su as to 
travel without interruption upon 
the Lord’s day. Nor does he 
trespass upon its sacred hours, 
when far from home, and ex- 
posed only to the sight of stran- 
gers; but, taking his conscience 
along with him. and remembers 
ing that God is every where, he 
his the sume regard to his com- 
mandments, when a hundred, or 
a thousand miles from home, as 
if he were exposed to the scruti- 
nizing eyes of all bis acquain- 
tance Reader, is this thy char- 
acter? Dost thou thus rememéder 
the Subbath day? 

The second requisition of the 
law is. that we keep the Sabbath 
holy. Herve, the whole duty turns 
upon the meaning of the word 
holy. Till we know the exact 
import of this word, we cannot 
be certain, what is required, or 
forbidden in the law. he Di- 
vine Oracles are, in this case, 
our only guide. To what the 
Holy Ghost teacheth let us then 
appeal. In turning over the sa 
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cred pages, with reference to 
this subject. it will be found, that 
many things are denominated 
holy, on account of their being 
set apart for religious purposes. 
Thus, to give a few examples, 
the oil, with which the taberna- 
cle and its furniture were anoint- 
ed, in the wilderness, was Aoly 
oil. Exod. xxx, 25 The crown 
worn by the high priest was a 
holy crown Exod. xxix,6. The 
tenth part ef the annual produce 
of Canaan was holy Lev. xxvii, 
$0. The ark was Aoly 2Chron. 
xxxv, 3. The temple at Jeru- 
salem was a Aoly building, and 
so were the vessels belonging to 
it) | Chron. xxii, 19, and xxix, 
3. The first fruits of the ground 
were holy. Ezek. xlviii.l4 Now 
it is obvious, that the things 
above mentioned were consider- 
ed as holy because they were 
sa..ctified, or set apart for the 
service of God. Thus we read, 
I will sanctify the tabernacle und 
Ail the firs'ling males 
thou shalt san:tify. I have cho- 
sen and sanctified thes house in 
the temple. All the vessels have 
we pirefared and sanctified. 
The tabernacle, then, was holy, 
because it was dedicated exciu- 
siveiy to the worship of the one 
living andtrue God. The tythes 
were fAoly, because they were 
appointed to be «>propriated 
soicly to the support of religion. 
The temple was holy, because it 
Was Set apart from every other 
use, and dedicated to the honor 
and worship of Jehovah The 
Vessels of the temple were /aty, 
because they were devoted to 
Mtictous uses, and might on no 
Jrerene siever be put to any 
oth he first fruits were 
use they were sepa- 
6G iu the Same manner; and 


accordingly, the people were ex- 
pressly forbidden to sel] them, 

But, not to enlarge, it is most 
evidently in the same sense, that 
the weekly Sabbath is called 
holy.’ It is because God himself 
has been pleased to sanctify it, 
or set it apart as a day of holy 
rest and religious worship, that 
it is a holy day. As, therefore, 
it would have been a profanation 
of the vessels of the temple to 
have put them to any Common 
use, so it is a profanation of the 
Sabbath, to spend any part of it, 
in those “worldly employments 
and recreations, which are law- 
ful on other days.” If we would 
keep the Sabbath holy, then, we 
must abstain from labor, and 
every thing of the kind; must 
spend the day in public and pri- 
vute exercises of God’s worship, 
pot contenting ourselves with the 
forms of religion; not wasting 
any part of the sacred rest in 
sloth; but employing the whole 
of it in those liveiy exercises of 
worship, by which the heart ¢s 
made better, and the soul “is 
eradually prepared for the heay- 
enly rest. 

The preceding observations. 
might serve for a very brief and 
general answer to the inquiry 
sxefore us. But a subject of such 
practical moment, as the sancti- 
fication of the Sabbath, demands 
amore particular investigation. 
I shall therefore proceed to spe- 
cily some of the regular and ap- 
propriate duties of holy time. 
These duties are religious med- 
tation, prayer, self-examination, 
reading the Scriptures and other 
religious books, attending public 
worship, religious Conversation, 
and the nious Instruction of chij- 
dren. 

1. A part of every Lord’s da 
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should*® be spent in religious 
meditation. . With this the Sab- 
bath should invariably be com- 
menced. It is essential to pre- 
pare the mind for the pleasant 
and acceptable performance of 
other religious duties. It is by 
early and serious meditation up- 
on the perfections of God, and 
the holiness of his law; upon our 
own sinfulness, obligations, and 
dependence; and upon the aston- 
ishing work of redemption,which 
the Christian Sabbath commem- 
orates, that the affections are en- 
livened, worldly cares are ex- 
cluded, and the soul is warmed 
with true devotion. Meditation 
should also be intermingled with 
all the duties of the Sabbath. It 
should precede every prayer. 
It should follow the reading of 
every passage of Scripture. It 
should, in part at least, fill up 
the intervals of public worship. 
It should be employed upon ey- 
ery sermon, When we enter our 
closets, a solemn pause should 
precede our addresses to God; 
during which our thoughts 
should be absorbed in contem- 
plating His greatness and holi- 
ness;—our guilt and nothingness. 
in the same manner, shouid a 
few moments be spent in deep 
and solemn meditation, before 
engaging in family prayer Af- 
ter we have heard, or read a ser- 
mon, it ismeditation that fixes the 
truth inthe memory. It is this, 
which converts warnings and 
invitations, doctrines and pre- 
cepts, reproofs and promises in- 
to spiritual nourishment. ‘This 
is one of the means, by which, 
under the culture of the Holy 
Spirit, God’s children grow wiser 
and wiserj—wax stronger and 
stronger. J have mere under- 
etunding, saith the Psalmist, s4an 


all my teachers, for thy testimo- 
nies are my meditation. 

When the Sabbath draws toa 
close, it is very much by solemn 
meditation upon all that we have 
read and heard; vpon our short- 
comings in duty; upon the mer- 
cy of God in permitting us to 
enjoy a day of sacred rest; and 
upon our renewed obligations to 
serve him in newness of life, that 
we are to prepare for the duties 
and trials,of the succeeding week. 

2. Nearly allied to religious 
meditation is prayer. The lat- 
ter of these, indeed, as well as 
the former, is a dai/y duty. ‘Till 
we cease to need our daily bread, 
as well as every other good and 
perfect gift, that cometh down 
from the Father of lights, we 
cannot, without the biackest in- 
gratitude, neglect to offer Him 
our daily prayers. But it is ob- 
vious, from the very nature of 
the Sabbath, that it should be a 
day of sfeciad prayer. Some 


Christians have made it a point, , 


to call their temilies together, 
before the setting of the sun on 
Saturday evening, that they 
might unitedly implore the 
presence and blessing of God, at 
the very commencement of holy 
time: An excellent practice, 
worthy to be universally adopt- 
ed. Certain it is, that, in enter- 
ing upon the Sabbath, we ought 
to lilt up our bearts to God, for 
the assistance of the Holy Spirit, 
that we may perform every duty 
to his acceptance, and enjoy 
some liveiy anticipations of etre 
nal rest. 

bo we sincerely desire to 
sanctily the Lord’s day? then we 
must be instant and fervent in 
prayer, RKeurtmg to our closets, 
when it begins, we must shut out 
the worla, and commune wath the 
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father of our spirits, in earnest 
supplications, for that prepaga- 
tion of heart, which he requires. 
We must pray over every por- 
tion of the Scriptures that we 
read, both before and after the 
perusal. We must pray when 
we he down at night, and when 


we awake in the morning. When, 


we rise from our beds again 
must our families and closets 
witness our devotions. Again 
must prayer precede and follow 
the reading of God’s holy word. 
We must be particular and fer- 
vent in our supplications for the 
influences of the Divine Spirit to 
keep our minds in a praying 
frame every moment, so that, in 
the intervals of other duties, our 
confessions, petitions, and thanks- 
givings, may ascend, spontane- 
ously, to the throne of grace, It 
can scarcely be necessary to add, 
that prayer must p-ecede, ac- 
company, and follow, our medi- 
tatlons upon the sermons which 
we hear,and the religious books 
which we read;—that the eve- 
ning sacrifice of the family must 
not be omitted;—that the Sab- 
bath must be ended, as it was 
begun, with prayer. 

3 Some portion of every 
Lord’s day, should be spent in 
self-examination. As the care- 
ful and experienced mariner 
often makes use of the quadrant 
and the lead to ascertain where 
he is, so shouid we endeavor to 
keep our spiritual reckoning, by 
a frequent and deliberate use of 
the Scriptures, in the way of 
self-examination. Once a weck 
1s by no means often enough. 
Weare bound tocommune,every 
day, with our own hearts; to ex- 
amine the temper of our minds; 
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and to scrutinize the motives by 
which we are actuated. But 
these duties are more especially 
binding, I think, on the Sabbath. 
If some persons, in defiance of 
God’s law, avail themselves of 
the leisure, which the sacred 
rest affords, to adjust their ac- 
counts and post their hooks, how 
much more should we regularly 
embrace so favorable an oppor- 
tunity to inquire, how matters 
stand bettveen God and our souls. 
Let us, then, make it an inva- 
riable rule to call ourselves to a 
strict account, on Saturday eve- 
ning, in regard to the manner in 
which we have spent the pre- 
ceding week; interrogating our- 
selves, as in the Divine presence, 
what we have done to advance the 
interests of true religion; what 
preparations we have made for 
the Sabbath, and for heaven; and 
what sins ef thought, word, and 
deed, we have been guilty of. 
On the morning of the Leord’s 
day let us resume the scrutiny, 
roing over all the circumstances 
of our guilt, on purpose to make 
way for deep and sincere re pen- 
tance. Let seriews self-exam- 
ination form the personal appii- 
cation of every portion of Scrip- 
ture that we read, and of the 
public discourses which we 
hear. Particularly, when the 
Sabbath is drawing to a Close, 
Jet us inquire, how we have 
spent it; what vain thoughts we 
have indulged; what formality 
has attended our worship; what 
instruction we have gained; what 
communion we have enjdved 
with the Father and the Son, anc 
whether or not we have made 
any progress in the divine fife. 
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@RIGINAL LETTER FROM THE 
REV. PRESIDENT EDWARDS TO 
THE REV. MR. BELLAMY. 


Stockbridge, Dec. 1, 1757. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

Yesterpay I received 
your two letters of the 12th and 
17th of November; but I neither 
saw nor heard any thing of Mr. 
Hill. I thank you for your con- 
eern that I may be useful in the 
world. I lately wrote you a let- 
ter informing you of our choice 
of a council to sit here on the 
2ist of this month, and inciosed 
in it a letter missive to Mr. 
Brinsmade, who is one of the 
council. I hope you have re- 
ceived it. Dou’t fail of letting 
me see you here; for I never 
wanted to see you more. 

As to the question you ask 
about Christ’s argument, in John 
x, 34, 35, 36, I observe, 

First, that it isnot all princes 
of the earth that are called Gods 
in the Old Testament; but only 
the princes of Israel that ruled 
over God’s people. Th: princes 
that are called Gods. in that 
$2nd psalm, date, in the same sen- 
tence, distin¢enuished trom the 
princes of the nations of the 
world. JZ have sard, Ye are 
Gods; but ve shell dre like men, 
and fall ike one of the frrinces, 

Secondly; The reasva wiy 
these princes of Israé] were cal- 
led Gods, was, that they. the rul- 
ersand judges of Goud’s Israel, 
were figures of Him, who is the 
true King of the Jews and Prince 
ef God’s people, who is to ruie 
ever the house of Jacob forever, 
the Prince and Savior oi God’s 
church, or spiritual Israci, gath- 
ered from ali nations of the earth; 
who is Ged indeed. The throne 
ei Israel, or of God’s people, 


properly belonged te Christ. 
He only was the proper heir to 
that crown; and therefore the 
princes of Israel are said to sit 
ufion the throne of tie Lord, 
Chron. xxix, 23; and the king- 
dom of Israel under kings of the 
house of David, is called the 
kingdom of the Lord, 2 Chron. 
xiii, 8. And because Christ 
took the throne as the Antitype 
of these kings therefore he is 
said to sit upon their throne, 
Luke i, 32. Thus the princes of 
Israel are called Gods, in this 
82nd psalm, and sons of God, 
and ail of them c&ildren of the 
Most High,, being appointed 
types and remarkable represen- 
tations of the true Son of God, 
and in him of the true God. They 
were called Gods and sons of 
God, in the same manner as the 
Le vitical sacrifices were called 
atl atonement fur sin, and in the 
Same manner aS the manna Was 
called the 5read of heaven and 
angels’ food. These things rep- 
resented, and by special divine 
designation were figures of, the 
true atonement, and of Him, who 
was truly angel’s food; aud in the 
same sense as Saul, the person 
especially pointed at in the 82nd 
psalm, is cailed the  Lord’s 
an tinted, or Messiah, as it is in 
the original, or Christ, which are 
the same. And it is to be ob- 
served, that these typical Gods, 
and judges ofsrael, are distin- 
cuished from the true God and 
true Judge of God’s people, 
(ho was to come as their Antu- 
iype.) In the next sentence, Ps. 
ixxx1i, 8 Artse, O God, thou 


JUDGE Of the earth, for thou shatt 
inherit atl nations. This is a 
wish for the coming of Christ, 
that king that should reigu in 
righteousness and judge up- 
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rightly, who was to inherit the 
Gentiles as well as the Jews. 
And the words, as they stand in 
connexion with the two preced- 
ing verses, Import thus much: 
“Asto you, the temporal princes 
and judges of Israel, you are 
called Gods and sons of God, 
being exalted to the place of 
kings, judges and saviors of 
Goi’s people, the kingdom and 
heritage of Christ But you 
shall die like men and fall like 
other princes; whereby it ap- 
pears that you are truly no Gods, 
nor ils any one of you the true 
Son of God, which your injustice 
and oppression likewise show. 
But O that He, who is truly God, 
the true and just Judge and 
Savior (who is to be King over 
Gentiles as well as Jews.) would 
come and reign.” 

It is to be observed, that 
when it is said in this verse, 
Arise, O Gud, the word t.od is 
Alohim, the same that Is used 
verse 6th, J huve said, Ye are 
Gods. 

Toirdly; As to those words cf 
Christ, John x, 35, If he called 
then Gods, UNTO WHOM THE 
WORD OF Gob cAME, | suppose, 
that by the word of God coming 
to these princes ol Israelis meant 
their being set forth by special 
and express divine designation 
to be types or figurative signifi- 
cations of God’s mind. Those 
things which God had appointed 
to be types to signify bis mind 
Were a visible word. Types are 
Cailed the word olf the Lord, as 
in Z cin Xi, 10. Lt, and iv, 4, 5, 6. 
Tie word of God came to the 
princes of Israel, both as they 
by God’s orde ring became sub- 
jects of a typical representation 
of divine things, which was a vis- 
ible word of God, and ‘aiso as 
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this was done by express divine 
designation, as they were mark- 
ed out to'this end by an express 
audible and legible word, as in 
Ex. xxil, 28. and Ps. Ixxxli, 1- 
And, besides, the person they 
were appointed types of, was 
Christ, who is called the word of 
God. Thus the word of God 
came to Jacob as a type of 
Christ; | Kings xvili, 3i.. dnd 
Elijah took twelve stones, accord- 
ing to the number of the tribes 
of the sons of Jacob, UNTO WHOM 
THE WORD OF THE LORD, CAMB, 
saying, ISRAEL shali be thy name. 
The word Israel is Prince of 
God, Jacob being by that express 
designation appointed us a type 
of Christ, (who is called by the 
name of Israel, Issict xix, 3,) 
the true Prince of God, in his 
wrestling with Godto save him- 
scif and his family from destruc- 
tien by Esau, who came against 
him, and obtaining the blessing 
for himSelf and his seed. Now, 

Fourthly; Christ’s argument 
lies in these words, the Scrifiture 
cannot be brvcken. ‘VYhat word 
of God, by which they are called 
Gods as types of Him, who is 
truly God. must Le verified; as 
they cannot be thus calied unless 
the Antitype be truly God. They 
are so Called as types of the 
Messiah, or of the anoznted One, 
whici is the same, or the sancti- 
fied or Holy One, or Him that 
was to be sent. See Dan. 1X, 
24.25; Ps. Ixxxix, 19, 20, and 
xvi, 10, and John ix, 7. But 
it was on this account, that the 
types or images of the Messiah 
were Called Gods, because He, 
whom they represented, was 
God indeed. It He were not 
God, the word, by which they 
were Called Gods, couid not be 
verified; as the word, by which 


Xe, 











488 Letter toa Young Friend. Nov, 


the legal sacrifices were called 
an atonement and are said to 
atone for sinh, was true in no 
other sense than as they had re- 
lation to the sacrifice of Christ, 
the true atonement. If Christ?’s 

sacrifice had not truly atoned for 
sin, the word, that called a rep- 
resentation of it an atonement, 
couid not be verified. So, if 
Jesus Christ had not been the 
true dread from heaven, and 
angel's food indeed, the Scrip- 
ture, that called the type of him 
the bread of Heavenand angec’s 


food, would not have been verifi- 


ed, but would have been broken 
These, Sir, are my thoughts 
on John x, 34. &e, 
Iam yours 
most iffectionately, 
J. EpwarDs. 


P. S. Dec. 5. 
Sir, 

The opportunity for convey- 
ance of my letters to ministets 
io be of the council, your way, 
not being very good, | have sent 
other letters desiring you to take 
the care of conveying them with 
all possible care and speed, 

Mr. Bellamy. 


LETTER TO A YOUNG FRIEND, 


Boston, April 1, 1814. 
My dear young Friend, 

PERMIT one, who is de- 
sirous of your best good, to write 
a few lines on a subject, which 
has at times occupied your 
thovzhts, and perhaps excited 
some resolutions in favor of a 
holy life. ; 

You are just about to enter 
the busy world, having passed 
through the helpless state of in- 
fancy and childlood into the in- 
teresting period of youth. It is 


probable your expectations of 
worldly happiness are: great. 
You are pressing forward amid 
the throng in pursuit of happi- 
ness. eagerly seeking it in the 
acquisition of riches, honors, and 
pleasures —A youthful imagina- 
tion, naturally warm and ¢glow- 
ing, attaches much more enjoy- 
ment to those scenes of life, 
which are yet untried, than ex- 
perience will realize. 

Riches you may think indis- 
pensably requisite to secure 
against the wants incident te 
frail human nature. Property is 
no doubt valuable, as it supplies 
us with necessary food and rai- 
ment and convenient accommo- 
dations, while residing in the 
present mutable state. To abe- 
nevolent mind it Is also valuable, 
as it enables us to communicate 
happiness to others;—to extend 
the means of mental improve- 
ment, and of support to the sons 
and daughters of adversity. 
When judiciously applied it 
causes the widow’s heart to leap 
for joy, decks with smiles the 
face of aged want, and dries up 
the tear of the orphan. Many a 
houseless stranger has been 
sheitered from the severity of 
inclement seasons, and had his 
life not only protracted, but ren- 
dered comtortable and useful. 
Many poor children have found 
an asylum, where they may 
dwell sately, secure from the 
guilt and ruin to which their 
helpless condition exposed them, 
and where they may receive in- 
struction that fits them for pves- 
ent usefulness, and prepares 
them, through grace, for future 
happiness. Riches thus employ- 
ed may prove inestimable biess- 
ings to their possessors. 

But, my friend, pause, and ine 
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quire; are they generally thus 
employed? Alas, daily observa- 
sion and experience evince the 
lamentable truth, that they are 
often kept for the owners thereof 
to their hurts Some use them 
for the gratification of their sen- 
sual appetites, and debase the 
ratioual part of our nature. Oth- 
ers spend them to decorate their 
frail] bodies. Some waste them 
in riotous living: whic others 
sordully hoard them up ull their 
rust is a wiiness against the pos- 
sessor, 

QO, my friend, what a misera- 
ble accouat must such persons 
give, at the day of final retribu- 
tion. Wealth is a talent com- 
mitted to us, and shall we Arde 


ftin@ mapking while multitudes 


are ferishing for lack of knowl. 
edge, and, others are suffering 
for daily sustenance? 

What is there in honor that 
demands our anxious regard? tt 
is fleeting as the passing zephyr; 
unsatisfying in its nature, and 
uncertain in its. duration, and at 
best is but an imaginary good, 

To be esteemed by the virta- 
ous is’ desirable; to seek such 
persons for our intimates is 
wise, and calculated to promote 
our respectability and usetul- 
ness. But to be anxious for 
popular applause is loo-ish and 
criminal, and will prove preju- 
dicial to. our best interests. We 
shall be. tempted te sacrifice 
tfuth and act inconsistently with 
ihe dictates of our own con- 
sciences. We shall incur the 
displeasure of our best friends, 
ad the indignation of Him, who 
ruleth over ail, and is bleased for 
ever. .We may servilely flatter 
the great to succeed in a favor- 
ite project; and, after all our 


cforts, may be disappeinted in 
Vou. X. 


the attainment of either areal or 
supposed advantage. We may 
pant after some distinguished 
station in society, not sufficiently 
realizing the weight and respon- 
sibility attached to it, nor duly 
considering whether we are 
qualified to fill it. To preserve 
an unsullied reputation, so far as 
this can be dove vy discharging 
every duty, is incumbent on us; 
but to be desirous of vain ap- 
plause will certainly be destruc- 
tive of present and future peace. 
Seek not the firaise of men, but 
the honor that cometh of Gud on- 
ly, Would you possess lasting 
honor, flursue the frath of holi- 
ness, and you will hereafter be 
approved before an assembled 
universe, and receive a crown of 
glory which fadeth nut away. 
What are the pleasures of the 
world. for which some are ready 
to sacrifice every thing truly val- 
uable and even life itself? How 
many precious hours are de- 


voted to prepare for such enjoy- » 


ments? No expensc is estcemed 
too great for ornaments and 
dress. Music, dancing, and 
cards, alternately lend their aid 
io dissipate reflection.—But all 
the retinue of pleasures cannot 
afford you a peacetul thought to 
cheer your dying hours. Phen 
will you look in vain for comtort 
to yeur spicndid equipage; to 
your costly furniture, and circles 

of pleasure. Liesy will not avail 
you in the trying, closing, sol- 
cmn scene! 

No, my friend, there is no re- 
fuge at that gicomyv period bug 
religion; not the mere external 
religion of nominal protessors; 
but the reiigton of the hcari,the re+ 
ligion of the biessed Jesus. Ubis 
will bestow riches, which are 
satisfying and durable, Yes, it 
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will make you an heir of glory; 
and you wiil finally, through the 
merits of the Savior, be received 
into everlasting habitations. Hav- 
ing obtained the pardon of sinand 
an interest in Christ, you will 
have that peace, which the world 
cannot give, and of which it can 
never deprive you. The pleas- 
ures resulting from this source, 
are spiritual, refined, and never 
fail. Through eternity you will 
continually progress in likeness 
to God, in love, joy, and peace. 
Sorrow, sighing, and death, will 
never interrupt the tranquillity 
of the holy soul. The true 
Christian has joys in reserve, 
which eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the hearr of man con- 
ceived, in this state of tmperfec 
tion. He will be permitted to 
see the glorious persen of his 
Savior, and to unite with the 
taillions of the redeemed, in as- 
cribing praises to Hii, who 
rave himself a ransom for the 
sins of our perishing race. One 
hour’s communion, in secret 
prayer with his heaven-y Father, 
is more precious to the Chris- 
tian, than whole years of sensual 
delights. One glimpse of his 
Divine Savior will reconcile him 
to the loss of all created good. 
One foretaste of heaven, at the 
foot of the cross, is Inconceiva- 
bly valuable in his estimation. 
His outward condition may be 
poor and despicabie; yet he 
would not for ten thousand 
worlds exchange situations with 
the prosperous unbelicver, Pos- 
sessong the favor of Ged, he has 
enough. The love of Christ in- 
finitely transcends every other 
rood. 

Sometimes, through the pre- 
valence of corruption and the 
strength of temptation, he is 


left to wander from his Father’s, 
house; but ere long he is ena- 
bled, through Divine mercy, to 
return, and to confess his guilt 
with shame and remorse. He 
meets again the beloved of his 
soul; peace ensues; and he is 
animated in the Christian 
course. 

Now, my friend, seriously 
consider and compare the dil- 
ferent states of the worldling 
and of the pious. Ask your own 
heart, which you prefer; a short 
life of pleasure on earth, or an 
eternity of blessedness in heav- 
en? Do you wish to have God 
for your Father; the blessed Je- 
sus for your Savior, Counseilor, 
and Friend; the Holy Spirit for 
your Teacher, Guide, and Sanc- 
ufier; Christians for your com- 
panions; and holy Angels jor your 
associates; or the friendship of 
the world, which the Scriptures 
assure us is enmity with God? 
Love not the world, nor the 
things of the world. I?fany man 
love the world, the love of the 
father is notin him. Ye cannot 
serve Goa and Mammon, 

That you, my dear friend, may 
choose and pursue the path of 
truth and boliness, is the fervent 
unceasing prayer of your 

affectionate Myra. 


For the Panoplist. 
THOUGHTS ON ACiS ix, i}. 


Behold, he frayeth. 


In the context is presented one 
of the most interesting scenes, 
which men are ever called to 
witness. A wicked man is alarm- 
ed. A man of distinguished 
natural and acquired talents 1s 
brought to t@embke in view of 
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the spirituality, purity, and ex- 
tent of the divine law. A great 
and learned Jew, whose heart, 
according to the description he 
afterwards gave of it, was enmi- 
ty against God, and that enmity 
was grown into such madness 
against the Christians, as led him 
to seek their entire extirpation 
from the earth, by meaus the 
most unjustifiabie and malevo- 
lent;—a Pharisee of the Phari- 
sees, who was filled with strong 
and deep-rooted prejudices a. 
eainst Christianity;—gives up 
all for Christ and his religion; 
counts alt things but loss for 
Christ. 

Of this man it is said, Behold, 
he prayeth. But what is the 
meaning of the inspired histori- 
an? Did Saul never pray before? 
Could a Jewish Pharisee, who 
was working his passage to heav- 
en, who considered himself as 
touching the law blameless, wha 
lived zn all good consctence, and 
was a Pharisee after the strattesé 
sect; could such a man refrain 
from prayer? The sect to which 
he belonged were remarkable 
for their long and public prayers. 
And no doubt Saul of Tarsus was 
distinguished for Ais learned, 
Jong, and apparently fervent, 
prayers. The meaning cannot 
be, that he never offered any 
.sort or form of prayer ull now; 
no doubt he was constant and 
able in that exercise. Still it is 
written of him, Behold,he prayeth., 
‘Yo this portion of holy writ 
there is attached important 
meaning. And what is it? 
Doubtless it is this; He never, 
till now, offered a holy, accepiia- 
bie, frayer. ‘Lill now, his heart 
was never right with God. All 
his former sacrifices were full 
of blemishes; thev were corrupt, 
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forbidden things. His mouth 
spake, out of the abundance of 
his totally wicked heart, which 
was as incapable of sending 
forth holy affections, as a cor- 
‘rupt fountain is of sending forth 
sweet streams, or aS a Sait foun- 
tain is of sending forth fresh 
water. While he was in the 
flesh, and he always had been 
ill now, he possessed a carnal 
mind, which he himself afier- 
wards declared to be enmity 
against God, and not subject to 
iis law; neither indeed could it 
be. Whence he draws the fol- 
lowing conclusion, and it is a 
very rational one; Zhey that are 
in the flesh cannot pilease God. 
Saul of Tarsus was, to usc the 
plain language of our Savior, @ 
child of the devil;—did his works, 
and was exceedingly industrious 
to perform the drudgery, which 
that infernal tyrant set him 
about. He was exceeding mad, 
and fiersecuted the saints even to 
strange cies. 

A question may here arise, 
How could he then &ve m ali 
good conscience towards Gods 
Because his conscience, being 
misinformed, did not accuse 
him, With such a conscience, 
he verily thought he wught to do 
many tilings contrary to the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth, Had his 
conscience been duly enlighten- 
ed, he would have found it hard- 
er than he did, to kick against 
the firtcks. When the command- 
ment came, sin revived, and he 
died; and no sooner was he born 
again, than he began to pray a 
holy prayer. He began, like a 
hew born child, to citer upon a 
spiritual life. For the first time 
he cried to God aright. “The 
prayer of the boasting Pharisce 
Iz Changed ior that ol ihe hunble 
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publican. Instead of applying 
o the chief priests for employ- 
ment, he now submissively, and 
with the ardor of a Christian, 
cries to his Divine Savior, Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do? 
So changed is the man, that his 
prayer, mstead of gomg out of 
Jeigned tifis, proceeds from a 
broken and contrite neart, which 
before he never knew. Having 
lcarned the way to the throne of 
grace, the Spirit of inspiration 
introduces the thought with the 
note of admiration, Behold. Be- 
hold, (it is worthy of very partic- 
ular attention,) Ae frayeth. 
E-PsiLon. 

P. S. Should these plain 
thoughts be admitted, it is prob- 
able, Mr. Editor, that some de- 
ductions from the above exposi- 
tion and remarks will be com- 
municated. They are at your 
disposal, | 


For the Panoplist. 


DIRECTIONS FOR H#ARING THE 
GOSPEL. 


In this country we are highly 
privileged, not only with the 
written word of God, but with 
a stated dispensation of it by 
ministers of the Gospel]. It is 
of great importance, that we 
make a good use of this privi- 
lege. Our eternal all depends 
upon it. It will be to us either 
a savor of death unto death, or, 
a savor of life untolife. It we 
give diligent attention to it, and 
hear it aright, happy will be our 
condition. But ii we refuse to 
give a listening ear, and harden 

our hearts against the motives 
of the Gospel, we shall suffer 


great loss, and finally be cast into 
outer darkness. 

Though such is the necessity 
of spiritual improvement, we 
find, by observation, that but few 
really profit by the preached 
word. Many wholly neglect it; 


and those, who do not, are often 


not much the wiser. Some are 
careless and inattentive, and go 
to the house of God as they 
would goto the theatre, or some 
other place of amusement, and 
not as to a place of spiritual in- 
struction and worship. There 
are others more attentive, who 
yet complain of not profiting by 
what they hear. 

To remedy this evil I would 
recommend the observance of 
the following rules, which I have 
found profitubie to myself. 

i. Before going to hear the 
word preached, endeavor to 
prepare your mind for its recep- 
tion. The ground must be pre- 
pared, or it will be in vain to 
sow the seed. Lay aside the 
world with all its concerns and 
cares. Remember that you are 
to hear for your Jife. Remem- 
ber that the preaching of the 
word is appointed by God for 
the salvation of souls;—that you 
have a soul to be saved; and 
thatif saved at all,it will probably 
be saved by the ordinary means 
of grace. The age of miracles 
is over. You have no reason to 
expect a voice from heaven, or 
a revelation in any other mivrac- 
ulous way. The written word 
is divine revelation; and the 
preaching of it, when faithfully 
periormed, is of the same use to 
uS DOW, as a direct revelation 
was to the patriarchs. 

2. To such a preparation add 
jeryent praycr, that God would 
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solemnize your mind, and give 
you a teachabie disposition, Im- 
plere him that his Spirit may fill 
your mind, and guard you lroim 
all unsuitable thoughts. 

. Remeniber that ail the re- 
Bem privileges you enjoy are 
of free grace; and that God 
would have dealt justly with 
you. had you been placed an 
ignorant idolatry like the Hindoo, 
or in a wretched delusion like 
the Muahometan. Remember 
that you are a poor perishing 
siuner, uniess saved by divine 
grace. Remember that if you 
are not profited by the word. 
your condemnation will be the 
greater, as Was the case with 
Capernaum and the other cities 
jn which our Lord did his mighty 
works, because they remained 
in u&belief, in the splendor of so 


glorious a light. Go to the 


house of God humbled under 
such views, if you wish to profit. 
Be very carelul, that you are not 
puffed up with a conceit of your 
understanding, rig hteousness, or 
Station in the church or civil so- 
ciety. Such a conceit will effec- 
tuaily hinder your obtaining any 
good. 

4. Cultivate a devotional spir- 
it, by joining heartily in the 
prayers and praises of the con- 
vregation. Shut out all wander- 
ing thoughts in the performance 
ol these duues. Be sensibic 
that you have to do with a heatt- 
searching God, who will detect 
all hypocrisy. By entering with 
spirit into Ltaese duties you will 
be the better prepared to hear 
with profit. 

5. During the preaching of the 
word give your undivided atten- 
tion to it. Store it up in your 
memory as much as possible. 
Tt wouid be of service to you in 


recoliccting what you have 
heard, if, during the delivery of 
a discourse, you would note the 
heads of it, and fix them in your 
memory, By remembering them, 
you will remember more easily 
the illustrations of them. 

6. When you have returned 
from the house of worship, 
retire as svon as convenient, 
recollect as much of what you 
have heard as you can, and com- 
pare it with the Scriptures. 
Christ directed the Jews to 
search the Scriptures. ‘The 
Bereans are called noble for 
comparing daily the doctrines, 
whicn the Apostles preached, 
with the Scriptures. By so dot 
ing you will find what has been 
said ayreeable to the will of 
God; what you are to believe, 
and what to practise, 

7. Look to God for a blessing 
on what you have heard. Let 
not this be done in a general 
manner only; but be particular, 
and introduce much of the ser- 
mon into your prayer. A great 
advatage will arise from. this. 
It by the sermon you have been 
convinced of sin, conless that 
sin trecly, and humbly iunplerc 
pardon for it. 

8. Converse cn what you 
have heard, as you have opportu- 
mity. Different persons will 
naturally retain different parts 
of the same discourse. By sta:- 
ing these toeach other, they wii 
all profit by each other’s obser- 
vations, 

9 Be particular In attendiny 
punctuaiiy on the preaching of 


the word. Let not trifling drfi-— 
culties keep you away. You. 


know not which portion of his 
word God wiil bless. Atrenu 
upon the whole, if possible. 

1% Carry what you bear og 
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the Sabbath into the week, and 
conform your conduct to it. 
Tiere is no part of the word but 
what is capable of a practical in- 
ference, which you may easily 
draw, if so disposed. Be careful 
that you make application to 
1e yourself and not to your 
neighbor, which is very easy 
and natural, but very unprofita- 
ble. 

11. Avoid a criticising spirit 
in hearing, and conversing about 
sermons. Many apperently well- 
meaning people indulge a secret 
vanity and pride in such criti- 
cisms, rob themselves of profit 
in hearing, and often, we have 
reason to fear, do much injury 
to the cause of Christ. 

These directions, if diligently 
attended to, will have a tendency 
to remedy the great evil of not 
profiting in hearing the word. 
He that goes to hear with a 
humble, teachable, prayerful 
spirit, hears with attention, and 
afterwards prays over and re- 
duces to practice what he hears, 
will, I trust, be blessed of God, 
and find that it was good for him 
to hear. He will find his mind 
enlarged, his soul fed, his 
strength renewed, and his joys 
increased. A. D. 


A SHORT SERMON. NO. IV. 
1 Cor. vi. 20. 


—Glorify God in your body, and 
in your spirit, which are God’s. 


Tunis precept, addressed to 
Christians, is introduced by the 
apostle as an inference from the 
ductrine of redemption; and en- 
forced by the exalted motives, 
which a just view of that doc- 
teypics is calculated to inspire. 


Writing to the Corinthian con- 
verts, and through them to be- 
lievers of every age and coun- 
try, he saith; What! know ye not, 
that your body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost, which is in you, 
which ye have of God? And ye 
are not your own; for ye are 
bought with a price; therefore 
glorify Godin your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God’s. 

Let as many, then, as frofess 
to be Christians, and as many as 
wisk to be Christians, inquire, 
what is the true import of this 
apostolic exhortation, and attend 
to the interesting consideration, 
by which it 1s enforced. 

Fo glorify God, as this phrase 
is used by the inspired writers, 
denotes that disposition and con- 
duct in man, by which God is 
honored;—by which his nathe is 
reverenced, his laws obcyed, his 
praise proclaimed;—by which, 
in a word, his will is done on 
earth, asin heaven. ‘fo glority 
God with, or in, the body and 
sfiret, therefore, is to consecrate 
to his service all the powers and 
faculties with which we are en- 
dowed. It is to regard his au- 
thority and will, in all our pur- 
poses and emplovments. It Is, 
in substance, obedience—habit- 
ual, unreserved, universal obedi- 
ence to him, who made and re- 
deemed us. ; 

Our text, thus expounded, 
furnishes a criterion of Christian 
character;—a standard for self- 
€Xumination;—a rule, by which 
we may regulate our conduct 
in hile. By it we may safe- 
ly try any particular custom or 
habit, to which we are addict- 
ed;—any special employment, In 
which we occasionally engage:— 
anv peculiar manner of appro- 
priating our time;—any acts 
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which are neither expressly 
commanded nor forbidden in the 
Scriptures;—but more especial- 
ly. that whole class of actions, 
which are usually denominated 
amusements, in all their varieties 
and forms. It is true, that the 

careless esteem these things, as 
matters of indifference in a mor- 
al point of view;—as acts, for 
which they are net accountable; 
as neither good nor bad, neither 
virtuous hor vicious, neither sin- 
ful nor holy. But they are not 
so viewed by Him, who hath 
said, that he will bring every 
workinto judgment with every 
secret thing. ‘Lhey are not so 
viewed by those, who have de- 
voted themselves sincerely and 
without reserve to his service; 
who desire. and endeavor to glo- 
rify God-with their bedies and 
spirits; who, whether they eat or 
drink, or whatever they do, act 
under the influence of the same 
habitual principle of obedience 
to the Divine will, aiming to do 
ali to the glory of God. Lo such 
persons every custom, every 
habit, every practice, every ap- 
propriation of time, every em- 
ployment of talents, becomes a 
matter of importance, and tur- 
nishes a case for the decision of 
conscience. In their estimation, 
not only those things, which are 
positively prescribed and pre- 
cisely defined in the Scriptures, 
but all the actions of our lives, 
ate morally good or evil. They 
consider no business, in which 
they engage, nor any acts which 
ihey perform, to be of an entirely 
indifferent character. Foras ev- 
ery yoiuntary act has its motive, 
Its object, and its probable ef- 
lect, so bas it the property of 
moral good or evil, according to 
th's motive, this obiect, and this 
probable effect. 
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If, then, the Christian should 
glorify God with his body and 
spirit, we may readilv and sately 
try the character of those ac- 
tions, which are neither express+ 
ly commanded nor forbidden— 
we may be furnished with an un- 
erring standard, by which we may 
at once regulate our conduct, 
with reference to those things, 
which are usually denominated 
matters of indifference. For ex- 
ample; fix in your mind some 
particular practice, if you please 
some amusement,. which you 
wish to try by this test. Now to 
learn whether, as a Christian, 
you Can consistently periorm this 
acti, consider whether you can 
propose any rational object, any 
good end, any bencficial effect. 
Will it be useful to yourself or 
others? Will it promote your 


health? Wall it enlarge your 
mind? Wilk it improve your 
temper? Will it render you 


more pious or benevolent? In a 
word, wiil it either enable or 
dispose you to do more good? 
Can you, with a view to this 
utility, before, you enter upon 
the actin question, fconsistently 
retire{into your closet and ask a 
blesssng upon it? Can you, at the 
close of the transaction, contem- 
plate it with satisfaction, and 
give thanks unto God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, for the 
privilege of rational enjoyment 
and actual improvement; for the 
good you ave thus been enabled 
to acquire or to do? By these 
and similar inquiries we. may 
learn, whether any questionable 
practice is proper tor a Chris- 
tian, and consistent. with that 
self dedication, which our text 
enjoins. 

Let none, who profess to. be 
Christians, excuse themselves 
from aitending to this casulsury 
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with the plea, that the rule pro- 
posed is rigid and austere. For 
it Is certainty the rule of the 
Gospel, and therefore the on'y 
sife rule for Christians. We 
are expressly commanded, 
whether we eut or drink. or 
whatever we do, to doall to the 
glory of God. And, with the 
same Universal application to 
the past, we are directed to give 
thanks upto Ged always, forall 
things, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Christians, make this rule, I 
beseech you, the test of all your 
conduct; of the appropriation of 
your ume; of the employment 
of your property; of every prac- 
tice, in which you engage, and 
every action.which you perform. 
The thoughtless and vain may 
assume some different standard 
of moral conduct; but whatever 
it may be, it will probably prove 
a snare to their souls. You may 
stop short in your inquiries con- 
cerning a particular practice, by 
saying, “It is the fashion; it Is a 
common practice; it has existed 
for ages; great men, and even 
<ood men, have sanctioned jt by 
their example.” Ali these are 
dangerous and dejusive stand- 
ards. Do you make geueral 
custom your rule of action? The 
command of Heaven is, Thou 
shalt not follow a nultitude to-do 
evil, Do -you ailege the author- 
liy of great men, to justify your 
practice? Great men are not al- 
ways good; nay, the Scripture 
saith, Vol many wise, not mary 
mighty, not many neble are call- 
ed. Do you appeal, for your 
justification, to the example 
of those, who bave been esteem- 
ed good men—pious and benev- 

olent? Here too, to say the least, 
you ix on a very impeifect cri- 


terion. For we may be deceiy. 
ed, by the mere semblance of 
goodness; we may account those 
good, who are mere hypocrites 
and formalists in worship, and 
selfish Lime-servers in morality, 
Beside, if the example of really 
00d men in this imperfect state, 
were to be made the standard of 
action, we might select from the 
falls of one, and the foibles of 
another, an example for every 
vanity; yea, for every crime un- 
der heaven. No; the truth is, 
that there is no universal test 
and safe critericn of conduct, 
but the one furnished by our 
text; and the man, who shrinks 
from an investigation of his char- 
acter by this standard, and re- 
fuses to regulate his practice 
according to this rule, has not 
devoted himself without reserve 
to the service of God; whatever 
he may profess, he is bot a 
Christian; his religion is vain; 
his faith is dead; he is yet in his 
sins; his hope will be finally cut 
off and perish. 

Once more, therefore, let me 
exhort all, who pretend to be 
Christians, to bring their charac- 
ters, their habits, their practices, 
their employments. yea, all their 
pursuits, to this standard. Be 
not deceived, | intreat you, by 
the delusive standards of the 
thoughtless, and the fallacious 
glosses of the crafty, Let not 
the unmeaning epithets of inno- 
cent amusements, and harmileés 
recreations, dvaw you into those 
plactices, which you cannot jus- 
tity; which your hearts condemn; 
which, you are persuaded. will 
not glorify yeur God and Re- 
deemer. Remember the woe 
pronounced upon those, who call 
evil good, and good evil. Forget 
not that you are accountgvle 

















#614. 


creatures, and that every action 
will be brought into judgment, 
with every secret thing. Recol- 
lect that you are not your own; 
that you are bought with a price;. 
that you are therefore bound to 
glorify God in your body and 
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spirit, which are God’s. Final- 
ly, my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmoveable, alwaye 
abounding in the work of the 
Lord.: Whether you eat or drink, 
or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of @od. Amen. 


‘MISCELLANEOUS. 


LIFE OF NELSON. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


Sir, 
¥ send for publication, if you think prop- 
er, a few remarks on the Life of Nel- 
son, as an antidote to the fascinating 
but pernicious influence of such a char- 
acter upon the minds of young men. 


Horatio Ne son, the son of a 
clergyman, eniered the navy in 
a ship commanded by his uncle; 
and, though of a feeble consti- 
tution, rose by his own merit to 
be the greatest admiral of whom 
England has ever boasted. Till 
he fought himself into notice, 
he often experienced, as he con- 
ceived, great neglect and injus- 
tice; and repeatedly resolved to 
abandon the service for ever, 
From this resolution he was dis- 
suaded by his friends; and he 
determined that he would have 
a gazette of his own, which 
should tell the world his deeds, 
without dependence on the ca- 
price of any man. 

He was engaged in about one 
hundred and twenty battles, and 
lost, in the service of his coun- 
try, an eye and his right arm. 
Among the victories gained by 
him was one under the command 
of Lord St. Vincent, of which his 
Lordship took the honor, and 
Nelson was scarcely named. 


The battle of the Nile, the bat- 
VoL. X. 


tle of Copenhagen, and the bat- 
tle of Trafalgar;—-three as splens 
did victories as were ever won 
upon the sea;—brought as much 
honor to Nelson, and as inuch 
solid benefit to his country, as 
were ever the result of naval 
skill and bravery ip any British 
admiral. He possessed a mind 
of the first order;—quick, Clear, 
comprehensive, of great decision 
and much correctness. He saw 
intuitively In every emergency 
what was proper to be done; 
decided instantly; and executed 
his decisions with an ardor of 
mind—a promptitude and cours 
age, which nothing couid resist. 
Such ardor, decision, and bold- 
ness, in a mind less intuitively 
correct, would have been rash- 
ness. But Nelson was not rash; 
he saw all that could be done up 
to the very point of rashness; and 
decided upon the higheS&t prac- 
ticable achievement, with “as 
much precision, coolness, and 
confidence, as he could have 
done, if his*soul had not been on 
fire. He seldom failed in any 
attempt, which he planned, and 
in which he commanded. ‘It is 
to the above traits in his charac- 
ter, that all his victories are to 
be ascribed. These tralis con- 
stituted his greatness. His mind 
illumined a vast circumference, 
within which all things lay ex- 
63 
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posed to perfect view. While 
others reconnoitred, he saw by 
a blaze of intuition. While oth- 
ers deliberated, he decided. 
While they loitered to wait for 
the coincidence of circumstan- 
ces, he compelled circumstances 
to his aid andl conquered, J came, 
saw, and conquered, is the Jacon- 
ic language, which Nelson 
might have employed as well as 
Cesar, in giving the account of 
his victories. 

In the above view of his char- 
acter, and so far as a mere mil- 
itary character can with propri- 
ety be admired, I have never 
been more gratified with the 
character of any man. In his 
whole course, no painful disap- 
pointments intervene to excite 
unavailing regret. No opportu: 


nity is lost. Wherever Nelson 


i's, all is done that you expect; 
all that you can desire, so far as 
itdepends on him. Few such 
minds are found; for a few only 
are enough to save or to destroy 
nations, as they are made by 
Heaven the instruments of salva- 
tion, or the ministers of divine 
anger. Pitt and Neison were in- 
struments of salvation; while 
Bonaparte alone wes sufficient 
to execute the wrath of God 
Upon guilty nations. 

Nelson’s natural disposition 
was affeciionate and amiable: his 
moral character was in some 
respects good, in others very de- 
fective. His honesty was inflex- 
ible. Money was not indeed his 
object; but if it had been, there 
is reason to believe he never 
would have stooped to knavish 
hie was 


vot envious. ‘ihough glory was 
the supreme object of his de- 
sire, he sought it not by dimin- 
-ishing the lustre of another’s 


name, but by surpassing him in 
illustrious actions. He wasalso 
patriotic and incorruptible, But 
he was guilty of profaneness; a 
sin which no greatness, and no 
lustre of glory, can cancel or 
hide. , 
He was incontinent. Horatia 
Nelson, a child about five years 
old at the time of his death, was 
supposed to be his daughter by 
an illicit connexion. He suffer. 
ed his affections to be diverted’ 


from an affectionate wife, and be- 


came attached to infatuation to 
Lady Hamilton, a woman of 
great accomplishments, and ofa 
mind, as to vigor, not unlike his 
own. He separated from his 
wife, on account of his alienated 
affections, and spent all his time 
on land in the society of Lady 
Hamilton. His biographer sus- 
pects, that there was no criminal 
intercourse. But had he beena 
Christian, this inspired interro- 
gation, Can aman take fire in hie 
bosom und his clothes not be burn- 
ed? might have led him to sus- 
pect, that such unlawful ardent 
affection did not content itself 
with professions, and mere acts 
of courtesy. It has been rumor- 
ed, that Nelson was a pious man; 
and it is with deep regret lam 
obliged to say, that no evidence 
appears of the fact; but much to 
the contrary. The most that can 
be said is, that he was a believer 
in Revelation, and in the parti¢- 
ular providence of God; that he 
offered up prayers to Him be- 
fore battic, and returned thanks 
after victory; and, on some oc- 
casions, used the /enguage of re- 
signation to his will. But it 1s 
manifest to demonstration, that 
his supreme object was glory— 
personal glory;—that his great 
moral principle was patriotism, 
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the love of his country more than 
the love of God, and the love of 
country as identified with him- 
self, and as the means of pro- 
moting Ais glory. Dissolve that 
association, and leave out his su- 
preme hatred of the French;——let 
the only guarantee be his real 
love to God or real benevolence 
to man, and in the tempest of 
passion and temptation he would 
have been like a ship without 
anchor, rudder, or compass, driv- 
en about of fierce winds. His 
moral character is also incom- 
patible with piety, and there is 
not in his whole life, in none of 
his prayers, any recorded con- 
fession of sin, any apparent sense 
of sin, or any penitential feel- 
ings. There is no recognition 
of the atonement, no mention 
even of the name of the Savior, 
and no allusion, from which it 
would be inferred, that he had 
even heard of a Savior. His 
death was by no means, even in 
appearance, the death of a good 
man. Not a word do we heat in 
this solemn moment about par- 
don, or mercy, or heaven. “I 
have done my duty,’’ he exclaim- 
ed often, by which it is too obvi- 
ous he meant his duty to his king 
and country as a good subject, 
rather than to God as an acceunt- 
able creature. His mind is oc- 
cupied with thoughts of Lady 
e Hamilton, his daughter, and the 
victory which was deciding in 
his favor; and from the aemeal 
of worldly fame, in the fuil blaze 
of terrestrial glory, he went to 
judgiacnt to receive his eternal 
desunation according to the 
deeds done in the body. The 
tendency of his example, and of 
his biography, will be doubtless 
to excite In the breast of thous- 
ands the throbbings of ambi- 
tion; to inspire the same kind of 
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patriotism which he felt, and to 
exalt and perpetuate the prow- 
ess of the British navy. As, 
however, he uniformly disobey- 
ed the orders of his superiors, 
when he judged the good of the 
nation demanded it, and always 
judged correctly, and covered 
himself with glory by doing so, 
in consequence of his peculiar 
intuition and decision, | should 
imagine the example wouid be 
dangerous, and, if imitated, ex- 
tensiyely ruinous, when attempt- 
ed by minds less infallible than 
his ewn. The moral tendency of 
the life of Nelson is, on the 
whole, to make heroes and pat- 
riots of the Roman school, but 
not of the school of Christ; and 
to render moral character itself 
a trifling consideration, the want 
of which may be compensated by 
greatness of intellect, and spien- 
did achievements, and worldly 
glory. Should any youthiul 
bosom be inflamed by such un- 
hallowed fire in reading his life, 
itis a providential favor that we 
have from his own lips a disclo- 
sure, which ought i ina moment 
to extinguish ite 

“There is no true happiness 
in this life, and in my present 
state I could quit it with a smile. 
Beiieye me, my only wish is, to 
sink with honor into the grave; 
and when that shall please God, | 
shall meet death with a smile. 
Not that | am insensibie to the 
honor my king and country have 
‘heaped upon me; sve much more 
than any officer could desire. 
Yet am I ready to quit this world 
of trouble, aud cuvy none but 
those of the estate six fect by 
two.’* 

This was written soon after 
the battle of the Niic. | 


* Vol. ii, p. 4 





500 On the Knowledge of the Heart. Nov. 


For thé Panoplist. 


ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
HEART. 


Tue ancient philosophers, who 
made critical observations upon 
the powers and pursuits of man, 
pronounced it to be his most 
uncommon acquirement to be- 
come acquainted with peeeeinem 
Hence arose that admired © 
cept of antiquity, “Man, eh 
thyself;” and hence the enlarged 
aphorism of a Christian poet, 


“‘Man, know thyself: all wisdom centres 
there.” 


We may penetrate into the 
characters of those who surround 
us; we may learn the habits, dis- 
positions, and languages of for- 
eign nations; we may become 
acquainted with all the proper- 
ties of the globe that we inhabit, 
—the course of its rivers, the 
height of its mountains,—the 
treasures that are concealed in 
its secret caverns; we may gain 
a knowledge of the deeds of 
blood that in past and present 
ages have stained its surface; 
we may follow science, as she 
soars to the heavens, find the 
places of the stars, call them by 
their names, compute their dis- 
tances, magnitude and periods 
of rotation; yet, if we span the 
whole circle of the universe, we 
may return, and find mysteries 
in the little empire within, to 
perplex our researches, and baf- 
fle our keenest penetration, We 
have heard and felt much of the 
moniter within; but whoever at- 
tempts to trace his actions to 
their first spring, and, bis designs 
to their real source, will be con- 
vinced that he has also an advo- 
cate within. When this advocate 


perceives the eye of the mind 
turned inward, it strengthens it- 
self to repel the pursuit; but if 
it finds indications of a resolute 
search, it casts obstacles in the 
way; it spreads a veil over what 
is sought to be investigated; 
softens errors into virtues; pre- 
sents crimes as ‘Inadvertences; 
endeavors to pervert the firm- 
ness of reason, the judge, and to 
silence the voice of conscience, 
the accuser. All this results 
from the natural selfishness of 
the human heart; it assumes as 
many shapes, as fancy can de- 
vise; it flies from reproof, and 
will not come to the light, lest tts 
deeds should be refrroved. Its 
object is to keep the soul igno- 
rant of herself, to deceive her 
into compliance; to force her in- 
te submission. But both our 
duty and happiness require, that 
this dominion should be broken, 
and the first step towards it, is 
to think humbly of ourselves. 
We are beings who have receiv- 
ed much, and are accountable for 
it; who are placed in a state of 
trial, with a law of rectitude be- 
fore us; who aie subject to many 
afflictions, liable to many errors, 
bearing within us much which 
needs to be regulated, reformed, 
or taken away, and bound to an 
eternal destination of happiness 
or misery, What is there in this 
description to awaken pride, ore 
to justify vanity? Every thing a- 
round excites us to watchtul- 
ness; every thing within to hu- 
mility. We should esteem ita 
great unhappiness to have a 
friend; whose real sentiments 
were sedulously concealed trem 
us, and whose character we cculd 
not decypher; how much more 
uncomiortable and dangerous 16 
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remain ignorant of our own char- 
acter: 

Self-knowledge, though not 
the growth of an hour, or matur- 
ed by a few experiments, is at- 
tainable by perseverance, and 
brings an ample recompense for 
the toil. Ii is necessary to self- 
control; for we must become at- 
quainted with our prevailing er- 
rors, and their probable sources, 
before we can be successful in 
reforming them. Must not the 
physician understand the disease, 
before he applies the remedy? 
The soul from a knowledge of 
its most vulnerable parts, knows 
better where to. station its 
strougest guards; how to a- 
rouse its slumbering energies to 
some dificult virtue; and how 
to quell the mutinous passions, 
till, like some wise monarch who 
has reduced his realm to sub- 
mission, it at’ length wields an 
undisputed scepire, and tranquil- 
ly exercises its legitimate pow- 
ers. 

Self-knowledge is necessary 
to mental and spiritual improve- 
ment. Hence arises its great 
importance to the young, whose 
principal care ought to be to im- 
prove. He, who wishes to ac- 
quire knowleage, must be con- 
vinced that he possesses little; 
and, if he candidly observes his 
own deficienges, the limited na- 
tuee of his attainments, and the 
imperfect use he makes of those 
attainments, he will feel inclined 
to that humble -and teachable dis- 
position, which is the beginning 
of all true wisdom. It is the at- 


tempt of vanity to repress this 
conviction; to make the mind 
contented with superficial knowl- 
edge, or to inflate it with the 
pride of showy accomplishments; 
because the sway of vanity, like 
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that of all despotic governments, 
is built upon the ignorance and 
the weakness of the subject. 

Self-knowledge is favorable to 
the virtue of candor. When we 
perceive errors and imperfec- 
tions in others, this teaches us 
that we are also chargeable with 
the same; and when we feel in- 
clined to condemn some more 
prominent failure; this points 
within our own hearts to the 
same sources of frailiy, and 
teaches us, that in the same cir- 
cumstances our own conduct 
might have been equally cen- 
surable. This represses the 
spirit of calumny and detraction, 
those poisons of human kind- 
ness. This repeats with new 
feeling the injunction of our Sa- 
vior; Judge not, that ye be not 
judged; and, from the conviction 
that we Ourselves are compassed 
with infirmity, excites that char- 
itable teniper, which, to borrow 
the inimitable illustration of 
Scripture, beareth all things, 
vaunieth not itself, thinketh no 
evil. 

Self-knowledge.is favorable to 
our own enjoyment. Most of 
the repining and discontentment 
of mankind arise from their cher- 
ishing too high an opinion of 
themselves. ‘This leads them to 
expect much deference, and to 
be angry if they do not receive 
it; to fancy slights, ill treatment, 
or partiality, where none were 


intended; and to be vindictive, 


when they meet with real inju- 
ries. But scif-knowledge teath- 
cs uS Mot to expect more altcn- 
tion than we really deserve; not 
to overrate our talents, nor place 
ourselves in situations where we 
are unqualificd to perform a suii- 
abie part. ‘hus it preserves us 
from much unhappiness aad dis~ 
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grace, leads us to be grateful for 
small instances of kindness, and 
to be patient under misrepresen- 
tations and injuries. For if these 
actions which ‘are despised a- 
mong men,’ have arisen from 
pure and disinterested motives, 
it teaches us to extract from 
those very motives, a picasure 
which human applause could 
never have bestowed. Do }t pro- 
eeed too far when I assert, that 
self-knowledge is necessary to 
our acceptance with heaven? I: 
is the parent of humility; and 
with this we must be clothed, 
before we can hope for the di- 
vine favor. 

Ifa high opinion of our own 
merits makes us disgusting to 
eur feilow-creatures, how sinful 
must It Cause Us to appear in the 
sight of One, who sees all our 
hidden imperfections, whose eye 
pierces cvery disguise by which 
we deceive vothers, and possibly 
delude ourselves, and in whove 
sight our greatest follics and 
errors are more e€xcusabie 
than our pride. The assuiances 
of bis favor are given only to 
those of a humble and contrite 
heart. Hie bas promised to bring 
duwn the (gf/iuness of man, 19 
scorn the scorners, but tuo give 
grace unto the lowly. 

Seif-knowledge is favorable to 
the promiotion of piety. It has 
already been exhibited as the 
parent of humility ;—and without 
numiiny there can be no piety. 
He, who cultivates an acquaint- 
ance with his own heart, wiil per- 
ceive that the frequency,ol his 
sins demands constant watchful- 
ness, and that his stron iBESt Teso- 
lutions often betray tueir trust; 


he will feel the necessity of 


goodness, and his own inability 


to keep its law perfectly. A 


deep fecling of these wants and 
weaknesses will teach him the 
necessity of divine assistance, 
and his dependence upon God; 
and will increase the fervency 
of his petitions, that “what is 
dark. he would illumine, what is 
low, raise and support.” Thus 
a knowledge of the heart is a 
powerful preparative for the re- 
ception and operation of that 
Spirit, who leadcth into all truth. 
Neither jet us suppose, that self- 
knowledge, though of difficult 
acquirement, will be a source of 
mental reproach and mortifica- 
tion only. If it brings latent er- 
rors to light, and thus gives pain 
to the spirit, the pain is salutar y 
and bears with it a sure remed y 
the desire of reformation. But 
self-knowledge will not always 
act the part af an accuser; it will 
sometimes point out disinterest- 
ed mo tves, and virtuous actious, 
and present you the exquisite re- 
ward of conscious rectitude. Let 
us then strive to gain a knowl, 
edge of our ewn hearts, and to 
scrutinize cvreiully the actions 

of our lives. 


“Tis greatly wise to talk with our past 


hour 8, 
“And ask them what report they bore to 
heaven. Yuune. 


Let us then erect a tribunal with- 
in, before which the deeds of ev- 
ery day shall pass in nightly re- 
view. Let us give it power to 
censure foliy, to encourage good- 
ness, and to penetrate Into those 
hidden motives, which elude the 
eyes of our fellow men. We 
shail find ourselves animated to 
virtue by the approbation of our 
consciences, and deterred from 
transgression by the assurance of 
meeung, in the silence of our 
apartment, an image of the Jast 
tribunal. March 26, 1814. 
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For the Panoplist. 


EFFORTS TO PROMOTE THE OB- 
SERVANCE OF THE LORD’S DAY. 


Mr. Editor, 
J] nave been highly gratified 
with the exertions of the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts, and of 
individuals, for promoting the 
due observation of the Lord’s 
day. I cannot but view them as 

a day-star, Casting a ray of hope 
on our benighted country. A\l- 
though various associations have 
been formed, and much has been 
done towards the accomplish- 
ment of this benevolent cbject; 
yet with nothing have | been 
more pleased, than with what 
has been done by the Middlesex 
Convention. 

Their proceedings, both at 
their first meeting in Bérling- 
ton, at their adjourned mceting 
in Concord, with the report of 
their committee; the laws of 
Massachusetts,for promoting the 
due observation of the Lord’s 
day; and the very able report 
ef the Legislature upon the 
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subject; copieus and minute di- 
rections to Tythingmen, and 
others, how to proceed in exe- 
cuting the laws, and an address 
to the public, have lately been 
published, in a cheap and con- 
venient form. 

This interesting pamphlet is 
sold, at No. 50, Cornhill, Boston, 
at the very low price of $3 a 
hundred. It is worthy of the 
serious perusal of all whe re- 
gard the Sabbath, or the welfare 
of their country: and I cannot 
but hope, that all the charitably 
disposed will interest them- 
selves, in its extensive circula- 
tion. It would, no doubt, great- 
ly promote the cause of piety 
and good morals, especially a- 
mong the children and youth, if 
a copy of it could go into every 
family in the Commonwealth. 

The profanation of the Suab- 
bath is one of the enormous sins 
of our country, and we shall 
groan under the judgments of 
heaven unuil it be removed. 


: JuNIUs. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


APPENDIX (B.) TO THE REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE 


FO 
MISSIONS. 


THE AMERICAN BOARD OF 


COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN 





[When the missionaries were bronght back to Bombay, they heard that they had 
“ee considered as prisoners of war, ‘and were charged with having violated a parcle. 
‘This charge they reiute in the first part of the fuliowing memor ial. The refutatioa 
proved to be unnecessary, asthe Governor explicitly declared, afier reading it, that 
he had never considered them as prisovers of war, nor as bound by a parole. They 
were judicious, however, in mecting a charge of so serious a nature, and which they 
had reason to suppose had received some sanction from persons in authority. It had 
even been surmised in Bombay, that they were political spies. 

‘he concluding patt of the memorial will speak to the understanding, the conscience, 
and the feelings, of every reader. | 


Copy of a Letter to the Right Honorable, the Governor, dated 
Bombay Harbor, on board the Honorable Company’s Cruiser 
Ternate, Dec. 4, 1813. 
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To the Right Honorable Sir Evan Nepean, Baronet, Governor, 
ic. ce. Sc. of Bombay. 


Right Honorable Sir, 

It has pleased a wise and holy Providence to return us to this 
place, and in circumstances on many accounts extremely urpleas- 
ant. But we have learnt with peculiar distress, that your Excel- 
lency, besides having felt officially obliged to interrupt our voyage, 
on which we were well advanced towards the Island of Ceylon, has 
conceived our conduct to have been inconsistent with the duties of 
our profession, and with the obligations arising from the indulgence 


‘and attentions, which we had the honor to receive from your Ex- 


cellency, during our stay in Bombay. 

Did the present case concern ourselves merely, and were the con- 
sequences depending on its decision to fall on us alone, we are 
happy in the belief, that your Excellency is not one of those un- 
gracious rulers, who condemn without allowing the accused to be 
heard in his own defence. But with how much greater confidence 
ought we to hope and pray for an indulgent and attentive hearing, 
while we stand so highly impeached as the ministers of Jesus—the 
living God If we have departed from the path of Christian simplicity 
and innocence;—if we haye prostitutedgthe confidence, inspired by 
our sacred office, to the base purpose of deception;—if, under the 
cover of zeal for God, we have dared to engage in the infamous de- 
signs of political intrigue, we have wounded our Savior, in the 
house of his friends;—we have brought an awful scandal on the 
Christian name, and done what tends to destroy all confidence in 
the Missionary character. and to delay that period, which is the ob- 
ject of Christian hope, when the heathen shall all be gathered unte 
Christ. 

As these mournful consequences must follow necessarily 
upon our guilt, we should be uncharitable indeed to believe, that 
your Excellency, whose standing is so high, not only in the politi- 
cal but in the religious world, and whose decision on the subject is 
of such great importance, would not, like ourselves, earnestly de- 
sire that our characters, if possible, should stand without reproach. 

Whether we can say any thing to remove, or eyen extenuate, 

our imputed crime and guilt, is not for us to decide. It is the 
prerogative of Him, who has seen all that we have dune, and be- 
fore whom our conduct is sealed up for judgment and eternity. We 
do, however, hope, that after having read what we now desire to 
offer, your Excellency will at least believe we have acted with 
Christian honesty, integr ity, and zeal, though our zeal should still 
seem to have been inordinate, and our measures indiscreet. 

We have understuod, that we are charged with having violated 
the obligations of a parole—obligations so universally held sacred, 
and which so materially mitigate the calamities of war. We con- 
fess, that, we are in agreat measure ignorant of the laws of nations; 
and are sensible, that ever since we have been in the country, wé 
have been exposed to numerous though involuntary errors in those 
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painful transactions relative to Government, which, as ministers 
of peace, we had little reason ta expect. If we have violated the 
obligations of parole, we have certainly done it through ignorance; 
though we did not act without careful consideration. 

We had been warned, as your Excellency has seen, by our Rev- 
erend and beloved Patrons at home, and we wer: disposed most 
entirely ourselves, to be particularly cautious in our conduct, on 
account of the unhappy war in which our country is engaged We 
felt therefore under peculiar obligations to exa:nine the subject ac- 
cording to our ability; and it appears to us in the following light. 

We were originally ordered to leave the country, long before any 
intelligence of the war had arrived in India; and the same or- 
ders included unimpeached and well recommended English Mis- 
sionaries, In precisely the same terms as ourselves: for both 
which reasons we could not consider these orders as having any 
relation to our national character, and much less as making us pris- 
oners of war, or afterwards to be exercised upon us as such. 

On our arrival at Bombay, we were informed by R. I Goodwin, 
Esq. the chief magistrate of Police, that Government would not 
allow us to remain in the country, on account of orders which had 
been received from Benyal. These orders mys. have left Calcuc- 
ta before any intelligence of the war had reached that place, baving 
then but just arrived overland at Bombay. Mr. Goodwin’s 
communication to us therefore did not, as we conceive, regard us 
as prisoners of war; nor did he intimute, that we were to be con- 
sideredas such. He directed us to procure ourselves a passage to 
England, and to give him information of our place of residence, 
We replied, that we had not the means of procuring ourselves a 
passage to England. We certainly did not suppose, that what pass- 
ed at this time amounted, either to an express, or an implied, parole; 
that we had laid ourselves under any of the obligations, or that we 
were to enjoy any of the peculiar privileges, of a parole. Nor did 
we suppose, that the liberty, with which we left the office, resulted 
from any thing which had been transacted there; much less from 
any peculiar confidence reposed in us, as we were then under se- 
vere censure. 

We had other reasons for supposing we were entirely free from 
the obligations of a parole. We did indeea think, that no one 
could consider us to be under such obligations, while we did not 
enjoy the provision usually made for prisoners of war;—while we 
were defraying expenses exceeding our mcans, and while expect- 
ing to be sent to a land of strangers, without the prospect of a 
provisien there. | 

Besides, we have been led frequently to inquire, whether peace- 
ubly behaved gentlemen, being found in a civilized state, at the 
commencement of a war between that state and thel: own, are 
usually considered as priseners of war.—We were unifurmiy an- 
swered © Vo”—And from the nature of the case, as weil as numer- 
ous facts, we supposed “No” the only rational answer, 

But we certainly had a higher reason for believing that we were 
Vou. X. 64 
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not to be considered as prisoners of war. We had declared our. 
selves—and our declaration had received the confidence of your 
Excellency, and of the Governor General—to be the Ambassadors 
of the Prince of Peace, employed in his service, and devoted to that, 
alone. We knew that we were parties in no war,and we believed 
that we were the friends of ali men. We thought we could not be 
considered as prisovers of war, while adhering to the peaceable. 
maxims of our Divine Lord—the common Redeemer——the God 
of England and America, before whom both nations, and all nations, 
are as one. 

Shortly after our arrival in Bombay, we presented to your Ex- 
cellency a statement of our proceedings in Bengal, and of the ob- 
ject of our Mission; accompanied by the official instructions under 
which we were to act. he liberality and kindness, with which 
your Exceliency was pleased to view these documents, exacted our 
gratitude, and animated our hearts. Distressing as our circumstan- 
ces had been, and conscious as we were of the integrity of our 
hearts, and. the sacredness of our objcct, we received vour Excel- 
lency’s favor as a signal biessing from Heaven; we indulged the’ 
most pleasing hopes; we ‘hanked God, and took courage 

The attention your Excelicncy was pleased to bestow upon our 
subsequent addresses, we thankfully acknowledge. The indulgent 
confidence with which you viewea us, and the kind attentions Which 
we continually received, were flattering to our hearts, and increas- 
ed our desire of doing that, and that only, which should be agreea- 
ble to you. But whiie they attached our hearts, we should have 
mistaken their intention, hei we considered them as shown for our 
personal merits, and pot as the effusions of a pious and liberal 
mind, and to us as ministers of the Gospel, for our work’s sake. 

While, however, in all our requests to your Excellency, We So- 
liciied what we thought would be forthe honor of Christ, we never 
had occasion to ask for a greater degree of personal liberty, than 
we at first enjoyed. From the time of our first visit to the Police, 
we were not aware that any additional liberty was granted, any new 
restrictions added, any old one removed, any pledge required, or 
that any act of our own laid us under any restraining obiigation, not. 
to be found in the nature of our character as Christians, or our 
office as ministers of the Gospel. We were vot aware of any other 
difference made in our relation to Government, than that which 
arose from an erderly and Christian conduct, and from these high 
and unsolicited attentions, which werenever due to us as men, but 
only to the ministerial character, which we hope was unsuilied be- 
fore we left Bombay. 

Your Excellency will allow us to express our honest belief, that 
the liberty we had, when we left Bombay, was the same that was. 
given us before we had made any communications to you, or had 
received those kind attentions which we most thank fuliy acknowl- 
edge. We of course felt ourselves under obligation to act, not as 
American prisoners on parole, but as Missionaries of Jesus, and to 
regulaic ourselves by the inspired direc.:ons and hoiy <«xamples, 
which are to guide the ministers of the cross. 
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In thus considering ourselves, we felt indeed as having in general 
terms the sanction of your Excellency; whom we had understood 
to say, that We were not prisoners of war, but harwless, inoffensive 
men. whose weapons of warfare were not carnal but spiritual. 

We have observed, that we felt under obligation to regulate 
ourselves by the inspired directions and holy examples of the Bi- 
ble. If we know our own hearts, thes, and these alone, influenced 
our minds, not with the delusive force of novelty, but with the 
permanence of a conviction settled by meditation, and unaltered i in 
the midst of delay and trials, and the darkest prospects. 

Long before we were ordained to the Gospel Ministry, it became 
with us a solemn inquiry, in what part of the world it was the will 
of Christ we should preach his Gospel In Christian countries 
we saw thousands of ministers, innumerable Bibles and other re- 
ligious books, to guide immorial svuls to everlasting life. 

We looked upon the heathen, and alas! though so many ages had 
passed away, thee fourths of the inbabitants of the globe had not 
been told, that Jesus Aad tasted death for every man. Wesaw them 
following their fathers in s1¢cessive millions to eternal death. The 
view was overwhelming—the convictions of our own duty were 
as clear as noon, and out desire was ardent to bear tothe dying 
heathen, the glad tidings of great joy—to declare to them Him 
who had said, /ook unto me and be ye saved, ali the ends of the earth; 
and who, after he had brought from the grave the body crucified 
for men, said, Go—teach all nations—He tht believeth shall bc 
saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned. 

Affected and convinced as we were, though fastened to our coun- 
try by the strongest ties;—-though we had aged parents to comfort, 
and beloved friends to enjoy;—though urged by affectionate congre- 
gations to stay and preach the Gospel to them;—we were compel- 
led to leave all and come to this land, with the prospect of no tem- 
poral advantage, but with the prospect, the certainty, of much tem- 
pers loss, and even of sufferitig too, should our Jot beé cast under 

a heathen government, as the experience of all ages warned us 
to expect. We were determined, as we thought, ‘to deliver our 
messuge at the hazard of every personal convenience or suffering, 
trusting in God who guides the ways of all men, aud willing to 
abide his allotments. 

eRight Honorable Sir, thus we were devoted to a work of which 
we are, and ever shall be, infinitely unworthy;—de voted for reasons 
which can never lose their force, but whose weight in our own Case 
liad been increasing by all the preparations we had made, and by aj] 
the information we had acquired. Beiore we leit Bombay we had 
spent more than a year in different parts of India;—nad conversed 
with many gentlemen, Clergy and jaity, on the subject of Missions; 
—had jearnt much ol the language, manners and customs of the 
people; and had become more deeply impressed with their wretch- 
edness, and the duty of publishing to them the biessings of the 
Gospel. While we ‘enjoyed these advantages, we wusted we had 
acguired a valuable degree of preparation lor a prudent and useful 
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management of a Christian M‘ssion; which made it more than ever 
our duty to preach to the heathen. 

We were standing on heathen ground. We were surrounded 
by immortal beings, polluted by idolatry, dead in sin, and exposed 
to hell. There was not one messenger to a million, among all the 
idolaters of India, to preach Jesus tothem. ‘There was enough be- 


- fore our eyes to conyince us, that the command of Christ to teach 


all nations bad not been thoroughly fulfilled; and we knew that it 
had never been revoked. We had for years been pteparing; and 
we had come to this country for no other purpose than to obey this 
command. But now we were called upon to relinquish the purpose 
which had been so long conceived—to abandon the work for which 
we had been so long preparing—~and to depart, not only from the 
particular field which we had entered, but from the heathen alto- 
gether.—We were commanded by a government we reverenced, a 
government exalted, as an enlightened and a Christian government, 
among the nations of the earth—a government, unger which Chris- 
tian people have been active beyond a parallel in modern ages, in 
their efforts for the universal diffusion of Christian knowledge;— 
and, what was peculiarly distressing, your Excellency had consider- 
ed it your official duty to execute upon_us orders, which would re- 
move us from this field white already to the harvest. 

Thus situated, what couid we? as Ministers of Christ, what ought 
we to have done? The miseries of the heathen were before us. The 
c mmand of Christ remained in full force. We had hoped, and 
prayed, and waited—ull almost the day on which the orders for our 
going were to be executed, our work defeated, and our prospect of 

reaching to the heathen destroyed. We ask again what could we? 
We appeal to your own Christian feelings, what ought we to have 


done? That the Gospel should be preached to these heathen we’ 


knew was according to the will of Christ. If by any means we 
could do this, though we had been forbidden, we thought, (we say 
it with all possibje deference,) that we ought to obcy God rather 
than man. 

There did scem to be a way authorized by the Holy Scriptures, 
which, though doubtful in its issue, furnished, we thought, consid- 
erable prospect of success, It was to escape and reach Ceylon, 
where we had been assured of protection and play coepse 
Paul and Barnabas escaped from Thessalonica; and again Paul wag 
let down in a basket by the wali of Damascus, while he knew that 
the highest civil authority of the city was waiting to apprehend him. 

We stand far behind apostles, those venerable Messengers of the 
Lord; but though so far behind them, yet, as Ministers of the same 
Lord, we feel bound in duty to plead their example, especially 
when we consider ourselves, if prevented from doing our work 
in one city, under a command of our Lord to flee to another. This 
we attempted, but without success; and for this auempt we now 
stand so highiy impeached. 

Amidst the dis:ress which unavoidably results from the imputa- 
tion of guilt, it affords us consolation to reflect, that until we lef, 
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Bombay, our character, by a fair testimony, both here and at Cal- 


gutta, stood unimpeached, 
If this single ti: really bring guilt upon our souls; if it does 
justly destroy th€@onfidence previously reposed in our characters; 


how can we justify Apostles and others, of whom the world was 
not worthy, who in like manner fied from city to city rather than 
abandon their work? 

Such. Right Honorable Sir, is the statement which we have 
thought it our duty to submit to your serious consideration. We 
should be happy indeed, should it remove from our characters the 
imputation of guilt. Confident as we are of none other than the best 
intentions, we most earnestly hope, a‘d anxiously desire, it muy, 
aud pray that the time may not be distant, when we shall be freed 
from the painful duty of vindicating ourselves, and when we shall 
enter with joy and thanksgiving upon that work, for which we are 
literally strangers and pilgrims, end have no certain dwelling place. 
But the matter rests wiih God. On Him we will endeavor quietly 
and patiently to wait;—-to Him we will look to bear us through our 
present trials——-to publish his own Gospel to the dying Heathen, 
and to honor his dishonored Son among all nations. 

We have the honor to be, Right Honorable Sir, 
With the highest respect, your Excellency’s 
Most obedient and most humbie servants, 
Gorpon Hatt, 
SAMUEL Nott. 






APPENDIX (C€.)° 


| Letters from the Rev. Thomas Thomason of Calcutta, addressed to cone of the 
misssouaries at Bombay, the last of which was received Dec. 10, 1813. 


My dear Sir, Oct. 8, 1813. 

I nave been favored by your two letters, and to save the post of this 
evening write in haste to say, that Mr. Udny scems to think that 
some attempt may be made with Earl Moira to interest him in your 
favor; but how, or of what nature, he has not intimated. Iam now 
going to wait upon him. Notime will be lost in doing what can 
be done; nor, if any thing ts to be done effectually, ought a moment 
to be thrown away. You shall Kear as soon as any thing may be 
cgncluded, 

We are deeply concerned in all your motions, and shall feel most 
happy and thankful to God, if any thing should arise favorable to 
allour desires It will be from Aim. Vain is the help of man. 

Yours affectionately, Tuomas THoMason. 


My dear Sir, Oct. 13, 1815. 
Tr has been no easy matter to know how to proceed in your busi- 
bess. At first we determined on an address to Lord Moira, to be 
signed by Mr. Udny, Dr. Carey, and myseif Atier preparing the 
letter we demurred about the expediency of addressing Lord Moi- 
a) on so delicate a business, so soon alter his entering on the gow- 
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ernment, especially as we had to plead, not for Missionaries mere, 
ly, but for American Missionaries; and moreover to urge aa revo- 
cation of a government order, even while Lord 3} » the Ex-Goy- 
ernor General, was upon the spot. 

On the whole, we thought it best to apply first to Lord Minto; 
and this morning I have had a long interview with him. I showed 
him a copy of your last letter, and also of the letter of the Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, appointing us to act in India. 
This I did in order to explain why we interested ourselves individ- 
ually in this matter. 

His Lordship was very gracious—professed the highest opinion 
of your intentions—but codid not give a decided answer without 
consulting with his late colleagues in council. For his own part, 
however, he seemed to think. that Sir Evan Nepean could judge 
as well as they could; and that the business might be left to him to 
act as he thought proper. 

I told him, that we petitioned only for a relaxation of the order, 
which dound Sir Evan Nepean to send you away. He said he 


would inform me, as soon as he had had an opportunity of convers-_ 


ing with the council, Ifthey can be persuaded to relax in their 
views of the subject, the way will be cleared for Lord Moira to act 
without any indelicacy to his predecessor. 

Thus the matter rests. It may be several days before you hear 
the result. But as there is a hope that it mav be favorable, I hope 
you May obtain fermission to stay until you hear again. 

But we look above Councils and Governors in this matter. We 


have a gracious Head, whois not. unmindful of his Church. ‘Te 


Him let us commit the matter in faith and prayer. 


Yours affectionately, 
Tuomas THOMASON. 


My dear Sir, Nov. 19, 1813. 
Arter much delay I have at length received a favorable intimation 


from government, which grants all that you requested. Lord’ 


Minto was long in giving me his judgment of the case. So [ 
wrote again, enclosing in my letter a copy of a letter froma Mr, 
Erskine of Bombay to his friend Dr. Hare. A copy was at the 
same time sent to Lord Moira by Dr. Hare. In that letter Mr. 
Erskine spoke very candidly and kindly of you both. No answer, 
however, was sent by Lord Minto to ¢42s second communication; but 


he called upon me, and said, that he thought I should find no diffi- 


culty in obtaining the permission of this government. Our ad- 
dress to Lord Moira, signed by Mr. Udny, Dr. Carey, and my self, 
was accordingly sent in without delay. 

Yesterday | had an wutience of Lord Moira. He spoke very de- 


cidedly about your being allowed to stay; and expressed his con- 


viction that you meant to do good, and that no conceivable public 
injury could arise from your staying. But, he added, your letter 
will come before Council ina day or two, and will be publicly 
answered, 
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_ Thus the matter stands. Ina short time I hope to write again. 
Meanwhile, Sir Evan Nepean may be assured, that thefgovernment 
here has a friendly disposition towards you. May this arrive in time 
to prevent any decisive steps for your leaving India; and may you 
be abundantly blessed in all your plans and labors. 

I have the inexpressible satisfaction to observe, that Lord Moira 
has come out with every laudable desire to do all the good he can, 
and with the determination to extend the efficient aid of government 
in forwarding plans of general instruction and improvement. Iam 
now preparing the materials of a very extended plan of operations, 
which, in the course of a month, I hope to submitio him. You 
shall hear from me on the subject more at large, if nothing unfore- 
seen prevent me from writing. 

My kindest regards to your colleague, and to Dr. Taylor, to 
whom I am in arrears, and hope to write shortly. 

Yours affectionately, 
Tuomas THomason. 


APPENDIX (D.) 
To the Right Honorable Sir Evan Nefiean, Governor, &c. &c, 


Right Honorable Sir, 
WE understand that the final arrangements for our being transport- 
edto England are now made. At this decisive moment, we beg 
to submit to your Excellency the following considerations. 

That exercise of civil authority, which, in a manner so conspicu- 
ous and determined, is about to prohibit two ministers of Christ 
from preaching his Gospel in India, can be of no ordinary conse- 
quence; especially at the present moment, when the Christian pub- 
lic; in England and America, are waiting with pious soiicitude to 
hear hew the religion of the Bible is welcomed and encouraged 
among the Pagans of this country. Our case has had so full and 
conspicuous a trial, that its final decision may serve as a specimen, 
by which the friends of religion may learn what is likely to befal, 
in india, those evangelical missions, which they are laboring te 
support by their prayers, and by their substance. 

Had the decision been favorable to missions, it would have en- 
couraged the hearts of thousands to increase their exertions for the 
enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom; it would have brought 
tpanksgiyings to God and blessings tothe Heathen. Butif the de- 
cision must be unfavorable, it will tend to deject the hearts of 
Christians; it will cast a new cloud of darkness over this heathen 
land, and discourage many from attempting to rescue the poor Pa- 
gans from the doom which awaits idolaters. This momentous de- 
cision, Right Honorwble Sir, rests with you, 

Now we would solemnly appeal to your Excellency’s conscience 
and ask: Does not your Exceilency believe, that it is the will of 
Christ that his Gospel should be preached to these Heathens? Do 
you not believe, that we have given a creditable testimony that we. 
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are ministers of Christ, and have come to this country to preach his 
Gospel? an@ would not prohibiting us from preaching to the Heath- 
en here be a known resistance to his wili? If yous Exceliency fi- 
nally exerts civil authority to compel us from this heathen land, 
what can it be but a decided opposition to the spread of the Gospel 
among those immortal beings, whem God has placed under your 
Excellency’s government?* What can it be but a fresh instance of 
that persecution against the Church of Christ, and that opposition 
to the prevalence of true religion, which have so often provoked 
the indignation of God, and stamped with sin and guilt the history 
of every age? Can you, Right Honorable Sir, make it appear to be 
etherwise to your own conscience—to that Christian public who 
must be judges in this case—but especially can you justify such 
an exercise of power to your God and final Judge? 

Your Excellency bas been pleased to say, that it is your duty to 
send us to England, because you have received positive orders 
from the Supreme Government todoso. But, Right Honorable 
Sir, ——— . 
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were it even admitted, that whatever is ordered by a s@perior au- 
thority is right to be done, would not our case stand thus: Several 
months ago, your Excellency received trom the Supreme Govern- 
ment positive orders to send us to England; but repeatedly ex- 
pressed a deep regret that you were obiiged to execute such or- 
dersupon us But a few days since we had the happiness to pre- 
sent to yon: Excellency such communications from Bengal, as were 
acknowledged to evince such a change in the mind of Lord Minto, 
as that he was willing we should remain in the country, and that 
Lord Moira was also favorable to our staying. May not your Ex- 
cellency therefore presume, that notwithstanding the previous or- 
ders of the Supreme Government, it has since become their pleas- 
ure that we should remain in the country? . 

Besides, those communications further state, that the subject 
was soon to come before the Council for a formal decision. But 
delays are so liable to occur in such cases, that at this moment a 
reasonable time has hardly elapsed for the arrival of an official de- 
cision, though we have reason to expect it daily. 

Under such circumstances, could your Excellency be judged un- 
faithful te your trust, should you at least suspend our departure 
until a further time were allowed tor official communications to be 
received from Bengal? By so doing could you be thought to take 
upon yourself an unjustifiable responsibility; especially when it is 
considered what a discussion the spreading of the Gospel in India 
has undergone in England, and bow great is the probability, that 


* It is manifest, from the whole history of this business, that this question, and the 
succeeding one, were meant to apply to the system of measures adopted by the East 
India Company and the Bengal goverrmeut, and not to Sir Evan Nepean in his indi 
vidual capacity; for he appears to have been favorably disposed toward the mission 
aries. 
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something decidedly in its favor will soon be announced in this 
country? sitaiebites 
Itis our ardent wish, that your Excellency would compare, most 

seriously, such an exercise of civil authority upon us with the gen- 

eral spirit and tenor of our Savior’s commands. We most earnest- 

ly intreat you not to send us away from these Heathens. We intreat 

you by the high probability, that an official permission from the 
Supreme Government for us to remain here will shortly be receiv- 
ed; and that something more general, and to the same effect, will 
soon arrive from England. We intreat you by the time and money 
already expended on our Mission, and by the Christian hopes and 
prayers attending it, not utterly to defeat its pious obj: ct by send- 
ing us from the country. We intreat you by the spirtual mise- 
rics of the Heathen, who are daily perishing before your eyes, and 
under your Excellency’s government, not to prevent us trom 
preaching Christ tothem. We intreat you by the blood of Jesus, 
which he shed to redeem them:—As Ministers of AZ, who has all 
power in Heaven and on earth, and who with his farewell and as- 
cending voice commanded his Ministers to go and teach all nations, 
we Iintreat you not to prohibit us from teaching these Heatlicns, 
By allthe principles of our holy religion, by which you hope to 
be saved, we intreat you not to himler us from preaching the same 
religion to these perishing idolaters. By all the solemnities of the 
judgiment-day, when your Excellency must meet your Heathen 
subjects before God’s tribunal, we intreat you not to hinder us from 
preaching to them that Gospel, which is able to prepare them as 
well as you for that awful day. 





— ~”___-_- 
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We intreat your Excellency not to oppose the prayers and efforts 
ot the Church, by sending back those whom the Church has sent 
forth, in the name of the Lord, to preach his Gospe! among the 
Heathen; and we earnestly beseech Aimighty God te prevent such 
an act, and now and ever to guide your Excellency in that way, 
which shall be most pleasing in his sight. 


ee 











We have the honor to be, 
Right Honorable Sir, 
Your Exceillency’s 
most obedient and most humble servants, 
F Gorpvon Hal, © 
SAMUEL Nort. 
Bombay, Dec. 20, 1813. 


APPENDIX (E.) 


|Bxtracts of a letter from Mr. Newell to the Corresponding Secretary, dated Co- 
iombo, Ceylon, Dec. 20, 1813. This letter is very copious, and, lest preceding letters 
should have miscarried, coutains many facts which had beiore been communicated 
The introduction of the letter, and the comparison of Jaffna and Bussora, as mission- 
ary stations, are selected to accompany the Report of the Prudential Committee, 
Qiher miscellaneous parts of the letter may hereafter be selected for the Panoplist.j 
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Rey. and dear Sir, 


NEaRvy two years have elapsed, since you sent us forth to carry 
the glad tidings of s*lvation to the perishing heathens in the east, 
Our Christian friends in America will perhaps expect, that before 
this time we have chosen our station, arrived at the field of our la- 
bors, commenced the study of the language or languages of the 
piace, and made considerable progress in our work. It would be 
vo less pleasing to me, than to you and them, to be able to commu- 
hicate such intelligence. But I rejoice, dear Sir, to see, by your 
report for the last year, that you: are prepared, and that you have 
endeavored to prepare the minds of the Christian public, to hear of 
our disappointments. It has pleased God, in his— inscrutable wis- 
dom, to call us, in the very outset, to pass through the depths of 
affliction, and to experience the disappointment of our dearest 
hopes. Perhaps God intends by these trials to humble us; to pu- 
rily our hearts from pride and ambition; to crucify us to the world, 
and make us more sensible of our dependence on his grace, that 
we may be better prepared to serve him, in the kingdom of his 
Son, among the heathen. If tribalation work in us fatience, and 
Patience experieace, and expericnce hofie, we shall have reason to 
bless God that we have been se early and so deeply afflicted Pray for 
us, fathers and brethren, that the things which have befallen us in 
Asia may turn out for the furtherance of the Gospel of Christ; that 
as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so-our consolation may 
abound by Christ, that we may be able to comfort them, who are in 


any trouble, dy the comfort wherewith. we ourselves are comforted 
of Ged. 





At the time of Mr. Newell’s writing this letter, he took it to be certain beyond a 
doubt, that Messrs Hall and Nott had been sent from Bombay to England, and that 
the British government over the dominions of the East India Company was inexorably 
opposed to missions. tle does not appear to have been informed of the great exer- 
tions, whieh -had been made in Ey.gland, to open Indiato the preachers of the Gos- 
pel. He considered himself as obliged to act alone, at least till he could be joined by 
tellow-laborers from this country. In this state of things, be looked around for the 
best place to-establish an -infant-mission. His views ou that subject are as follows: | 


I have also written to our Committee at Caicutta for advice. I 
am wavering between two places, Ceylon, and Bussora at the head 
ef the Persian gulf. They both have their advantages and disad- 
vantages. Lwill give youa summary.of my reasoning with reé- 
pect to each. ae 

‘The reasons for establishing our mission at Ceylon ere these: 

1. The country is the king’s, and his mz:-sty’s government is 
friendiy to mnitssions, iiis Excetlency General Brownrigg, the 
preseut Governor of Ceylon, nas been pleased laiely to say, that he 
is authorized by the Secrefuru of State, (Eng.) to encourage the 
efforts of ail respectable ministers.* Sir Alexander Johnstone, the 


* This is an exceedingly important fact. Mr. N. also states, in another part at 


his letter, that Gov. Brownrigg had interceded with Sir Evan Napean in behalf of ou 
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chaplains, the Hon. and Rev. Mr. Twisleton and the Rev. Mr. 
Bisset, and indeed every influential character in the place, is fa- 
vorably disposed. 

2. There is here a very considerable scope for missionary excr- 
tions. The population of the island is variously estimated, from a 
million and a half tothree millions. It is probably somewhere 
between these limits. 

8. There are very great facilities for evangelizing this people. 
There are but two languages spoken in the island, so that when a 
missionary has acquired these, he may preach to several millions 
of people. The natives can read and write. The whole of the 
Bible has beep translated into the Tamu), the language spokea in 
the north of the island, and the New Testament into the Cingalese,* 
which is spoken in.the south and the interior. There -are, at the 
lowest computation, 200,000 native Christians, as they are called, 
but who are totaliy ignorant of Christianity. “They have no ob- 
jection to the Christian reiigion,” says Mr. Twisleton, “bet for 
iheir amusement are apt-to attend the Budhist festivals.” Under 
ihe head of facilities may’be reckoned the schoois. There ure 
about 100 already in operation, and the government is estabiishing 
others in every part of the island. Here we should be perfectly 
secure, under the protection of the British government, ivom all 
those dangers to which we should be -exposed in the Burman 
country. 

4. There are but two missionaries ‘in the whole island, Mr. 
Errhardt, a German, from the London Society, aud Mr. Chater, 
trom the Baptist Society, the same that was lour years in the Bur- 
man country. Mr. Vos, who was sent hither by the London So- 
ciety, has left the place, and gone to the Cape, where he ts sctiled 
ina Dutch church. Mr. Palm, another of the missionaries from 
ine London Society, has left Jaffna, where he resided eight per, 
and has been appoimted by government to the Dutch church here in 

Colombo, so tit M@eceases to act as a missionary. Mr. E. has not 
vet acquired the Cingalese language; nor has Mr. C, yet had time 
to acquire it, so that there is not at this time one missionary on the 
island, who can speak to the people in their own tongue. 

Mr. Chater has toid me, that Mr. Taitrey, (who has been en- 
gaged in translating the New Testament into Cingalese,) has re- 





missionaries, and that Sir Alexander Johnstone, Chief Justice, had also written to 
Bombay in their javor. These kind applications either had not reached the Bomba; 
government, at the date of our last letters from that place, or the applications, if re- 
ceived, had not been made known to our missionaries. ‘The Christian pubtie in this 
country may draw a favorable conclusion, as to the importance of this mission, whex 
they consider, that the Governor of Bombay, the Goveraor and Chief Justice of Cev- 
Jon, and a member of the Supreme Couneil of Bengal, together with a considerable 
number of very respectable gentlemen, chaplains, missionavies, physicians, aad others, 
of different religious devominations, at Caleutta, Madras, Colombo, and Bombay » pl hag 
ces many hundred miles from each other, not ouly desired that our missionav.es 
mught fix themselves within the British dominions in Asia, but exerted a gratu?tons 
and active influence to promote such an event, En. 

* This translation is thought to be so imperfect, as that a new version is necessars 
This appears by the fifth top ic Of this discussion. 
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peatedly expressed a desire, that I would apply myself to the study 
of Cingalese, and qualify myself to carry on the translation. Mr. 
C has also expressed the same wish. ‘There seems to be no jeal- 
ousy on this point. Mr. C. himself wishes me to stay here. He 
is somewhat advanced in the acquisition of the Cingalese, having 
been here a year and a half, and it is his intention to engage in the 
business of translation; but he wishes that more than one may be 
engaged in the work. 

6. If we take our station at Jaffna, where the Tamul language is 
spoken, we have an immense field before us; for the same lan- 
guage is spoken just across the channel, on the neighboring conti- 
nent, by seven or eight millions of people. The intercourse be- 
tween the island and continent is nearly as easy and frequent, as if 
they were contiguous. Besides, on the little island of Ramisse- 
ram, between Ceylon and the continent, is one of the most famous 
Hindoo temples, that is to be found in all India. Sir Alexander 
Johnstone recommended this place to me, as a Missionary station, 
on account of the crowds of pilgrims, who resort to this temple 
from all parts of the continent. The Brahmins here are said to 
have the power of restoring cast, when it is lost, a prerogative 
which is not claimed by the priests of any other temple in India. 
I visited this place in September, on my way to Jaffna, upon the 
recommendation of Sir Alexander. The result of my inquiries 
was a conviction that much good might be done here by distribut- 
ing tracts, and portions of the Scriptures, among the pilgrims who 
would carry them to the various parts of the continent from which 
they came, and thus divine instruction would besconveyed to many 
places, where no European missionary might go for a hundred 
years tocome, We cannot be allowed to settle on the continent 
at present, perhaps never. But a station at saffna is in fact the 
same thing, as one any where in the south of India. Our personal 
labors can extend buta little way around us, wherever we fix our 
Station. There area hundred and twenty homaenapeuy* in Jafi- 
na, and this is more than we can instruct ourselves. We might 
establish an institution for the religious education of youth, to 
raise up and qualify the natives themselves for schoolmastcis, 
catechists, and itinerating missionaries; and if Christianity be once 
firmly established in Jaffna, it must from its nature spread into the 





adjoining continent. Then, if seme of us learn the Cingalese lan-, 


Guage’ too, we may prepare and send forth missionarics in that lan- 
guage also, to carry the Gospel up into the Candian country in the 
interior of the island. These are the principal arguments for es- 
tablishing our mission here. : 


[ Mr. Newell briefly enumerates his objections to a mission any where in the Prit- 
ish dominious; which objections we hope are now obviated by the favorable issue of 
the decision of the British Parliament on the subject. | 


I will enumerate particularly my reasons for a mission to Busso- 
va, onthe Euphrates, near the Persian gulf. 
1, Bussorais a commercial town, thy greatemporium of western 
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Asia, through which the merchandise of the east is distributed to 
Persia, Arabia, and Turkey. It is situated on the confines of these 
three extensive countries, and the Persian, Arabic, and Turkish 
languages are, I belicve, all spoken there. 

2 In the whole of western Asia, containing-a population of forty 
or fifty millions, there Is not one protestant missionary. Jhe Ka- 
rass mission, (which is certainly a most important one,) is, I believe, 
within the limus of Europe.* The Turkish and Tartar languages 
are the proper sphere of this mission; the Arabic and Persian, 
that of a mission to Bussora. 

3 It is am object of primary importance to procure correct trans- 
Jations of the whoie Bible into Persian and Arabic. The Arabic 
alone was said by the late Rev, Mr. Martyn to be of more impor- 
tance than three fourths of all the translations now in hand. This 
gentleman had undertaken to superintend the translation of the 
Scriptures into these two languages, with the assistance of N. Sa- 
bat, the converted Arabian, and Mirza Fitrut, a learned Persian. 
Mr. M. died in December Iest, on a tour through Persia and Ara- 
bia, having only completed the New Testament in both languages. 
Whether any other person in Bengal will take up the work. and 
finish it. I do not know. I have written to ascertain. But even if 
the Bible were completed in both Janguages, it would be cf ite 
Use, until some person would go and Carry it to them, and say to 
the people, Hear the word of the Lord. 

4, There are numerous bodies of Christians, of different sects. 
scattered through these countries, who have sunk into the grosscst 
darkness for want of instruction, but who would gladly receive the 
Bible. These Christians might be made instrumental in diffusing 
the light around them, but would never take the lead in such a 
work. How many ages did the Syrian Churches of Travancore 
live in the midst of an idolatrous people without ever thinking of 
giving them the Bibie, or even of translating it into the vulgar 
tongue for theirown use. But no sooner was the thing proposed 
by Dr. Buchanan, than the Syrian bishop himseif sat down to the 
work, and the Malayalim Gospels have already been pub: ished. It 
1s highly probable that in the Syrian and Armenian chasthes in 
those western regions, men may be found qualified and disposed 
10 oa in spreading the light arouud them. 

. The Persians and Arabians rank as high in the scale of in- 
telle ct, as any people inthe worid; and. if truly converted, would 
become very useful to the cause of Christianity. 

6. There are several considerations, which, at the present time, 
seem to furnish a high degree of probabi‘ity, that the Gospel may 
be spread through these hitherto benighted regions. In the first 
piace, the mussulmans are a kind of heretical Christians. They 
profess to believe in one God; in Moses and his law, David and his 
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vsalms, Jesus and his Gospel; though they say these books have 


* Karass is in Russian Asia, Ep. : 
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been corrupted by the Christians. And besides, the Persians pro. 
fess so lax a system of Mahometanism, that they are considered by 
some other mussulmans as a kind of heretics. It is certain that 
Cliristians are, and ever have been, tolerated in Persia. When I 
was in Bengal, Mr. Sabastiani, a Catholic missionary, arrived there, 
who bad been ten or twenty years in Persia, and reported that the 
Christians in that country were numerous. The story, which Dr. 
Buchanan has related, of Nadir Shah’s attempt to get the Gospels 
translated into Persian, is a proof that they are not very scrupulous 
about admitting new religions into the country. When the late 
Mr. Martyn was last year at Shirez, the seat of the Persian court, 
he wrote, that “the men of Shiraz had offered to assist himin 
translating the ‘Bible into Persian.” 

All these circumstances ‘seem ‘to indicate the dawn of Gospel 
day on those regions where the star, which led to Bethlehem, first 
appeared. ‘Especially the progress of Vahhahbe, the Arabian cone 
queror, seems to portend the specdy downfal of the Mahometan 
power. The creed of this adventurer is simply this; Fuere is no 
wether God but God. He denies the divine mission of Mahomet, and 
the authority of the Koran, and destroys all the monuments of Ma- 
hometan superstition, which tall into his hands. He is said to show 
more favor to Christians than to mussulmans; but he sets himself 
up as a prophet, or rather pretends to a divine commission. 

But after all it must be confessed, a mission to these parts would 
be attended with considerabic hazard. HM the Gospe} should spread, 
and be embraced by persons of consequence, persecution would 
most probably fuilow. Already the streets of Buchario have been 
stained with the blood of a martyred Christian. In that bigoted 
city, Abdallah, ‘the noble Arabian convert, witnessed a good con- 
fession, and, in the presence of a wondering crowd, laid down bis 
lite for the name of the Lord Jesus. But Abdallah was a noble- 
man, and filled an office of the highest dignity in the Persian court. 
The common people, I believe, are not persecuted for changing 
their religion. But shall we wait till Persia and Arabia are siding 
to change their region before we offer them the Gospel. Great 
and discouraging difficulties lie in our way, wherever we would at- 
tempt to propagate the Christian religion. In China Mr. Morrison 
is tvanslating and publishing the Scriptures, in opposition to an 7m- 
prerial edict, which renders him every moment liable to be scized 
ard put to death 

Finally, a mission to western Asia would be all our own; and i 
would be free from the objections which I stated to establishing our 
mission in British India. We shouid be in the neighborhood ot 
Mesopotamia, Syria, Palestine, and Egypt, those interesting thea- 
tres, on which the most wonderful and important events, recorded 
in sacred history, took place. ‘here are Christian churches in all 
these countries. Might we not, by giving them the Bible, of which 
they have long been destitute, rekindle their zeal, and lift up in the 
midst of them @ great ght, that will dart its cheering beams far 
inte the regions of thick darkness, by which they are surrounded, 
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When I think of these things, I long to be on my wavy towards Je- 
rusalem. But, dear Sir, I stand alone; I have no missionary asso- 
clate to advise with, and [ am afraid to rely on my own judgement. 
What would i not give to be one halt hour with you. We could 
settle the business at once. Could I know that it would meet the 
approbation of the Society at home, I think I should be decided, 

A consideration of minor importance, which makes me desirous 
of engaging in the mission, is, [ have been at very considerabie ex - 
pense in procuring Persian and Arabic books, and have devoted 
several months to the study of the Persian language. This I did 
with a view to Bombay, which I must now give up. 

Lam sorvy that | cannot say to you in this letter precisely what E 
intend todv., I fear our disappointments and delays will prove a 
severe trial to-the faith and patience of our Christian friends But 
you will be able to inform them that nothing has befallen us hut 
what is common to similar attempts in the first outset. The Baptist 
inission, which is now so flourishing, was severely tried for a time. 
They got no permanent establishment for six or seven years after 
Ae first missionaries came out. In two instances,where they have 

attempted to plant bew missions, their missionaries bave spent four 
or five years, and many thousands of rupees, and afterall have aban- 
doned the attempt and gone to other places. The same discour- 
avements have been experienced by scme of the missionarics of 
tue London Society. 

In the mean time, [hope Tam not altogether useless. I have 
preached in English constantly, ORCL, twice, or three times a weelks 
since my arrival in Cevfon. There are thousan‘ls of half-cast peo- 
sle,in and about Colombo, who stand in need of instruction as muc!x 
as the heathens, and who understand the English laaguage. Mr. 
Chat er has a place of worship here, in which we preach alternate ly 
twice aweck. We aiso keep the monthly prayer meeting, and a 
private prayer mecting every Monday evening. While I was at 
Saffoa, I (with the permission of Mr. Lwisleton, senior chaplain) 
performed divine service In the fort for the few civil and military 
viicers and soldiers there, as they have no chapiain at that station. 
lor this month past, since I have been obliged to give up the nope 
of going to Bombay, T have laid aside the study of the eastern lan- 
guages, unul Tam determined where Iam to labor; and Jam at 
present re viewing my Greek and Hebrew, with the study cf critl- 
Cal works on the “Bible. 


(Mr. N.speeifies the letters which he hed previously written, and cbserves in re- 
feveace to the pro! babilicy that the letter he was thea writing w ould be examined at the 
London past-o fee, ‘The worst thing I have to say, [i relative ¢ to national afiairs | is, 
that L wn under the ereaiest obligations to his majesty’s government, avd that fide 
most deeply lament the exist ence of the present aha ppy war between the two cour- 
tries.” kie proceeds thus: | 


{ have deposited in the letter-box at Galle two parcels directed 
to yous One contains two printed documents, Mr. Bisset’s serman 
‘fore the Colombo Bible Secicty, and a specimen of the casicrn 
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transiations now in the mission-press at Serampore. Thi other is 
« manuscript of six sheets of letter paper, containing extracts from 
Mrs. Neweli’s letters and diary, and an account of her sickness and 
death. In this communication you will find much infurmation re- 
specting our affairs, yhich I have not repeated in my letters to you. 
j shall enciose in this a leuer to Mrs. Atwood, which I wrote some 
‘ime ago. Ali these are left open for your perusal. The letter 
und the manuscript, when you have read them, [ wish you to send 
io my dear mother, Mrs. Atwood I received letters by the Alli- 
gator—did not get them tii the first of November. Your official 
letter, and that of Mr. Evarts, the brethren Hall and Nott have. I 
have not seenthem. The books are at Calcutta. We have re- 
ceived no order from the Committee at Calcutta respecting sup- 
plies, but expectone soon. The Rev. Mr. Brown is dead, and Mr. 
Harington is absent. The Rev. Mr. Thomason, (a good man,) has 
taken the place of Mr, Brown, and G. Udny, Esq. (another good 
manh,) the place of Mr. Harington. 


| Mr, N. gives a statement of his pecuniary affuirs, alds several articles of intelli- 
genee, and coueludes as follows:]} 


I expect another opportunity of sending letters in about a month, 
and suall write again at that time, and mention such things as do 
not occur to me now, I hope then to be more particular, respect- 
ing my future prospects. This letter must serve for all my friends, 
ior this Ume. ‘Fhe brethren Hall and Nott, I trust, will immedi- 
ately return from England, and join me. Some more will proba- 
bly come out with brother Rice. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 1 am your servant for Jesus’ sake, 

| SAMUEL NEWELL. 


DONATIONS TO SUPPORT FOREIGN MISSIONS AND THE TRANS- 
LATIONS OF ‘(HE SCRIPTURES. 


Oct. 26, 1814. From the fol- Cornish, (N. H.) by H. R. the 
lowing persons by Mr. P. W. Treasurer,* 14 96 
Gaiiaudet, of Hartford, viz. by From a female, the avails of 
Messrs P. W. Gleason, and Vo. $3 cloth which had been received 
A female friend of missions for bed-curtains,t 11 50 
in East Hartford, by do. 5 
do. Jo. do. 5 * This donation was enclosed in a let- 
Julia Bronson, 2 ter contaiuing the following senten® 
The Rev. Gideon Bart of “With gratitude te the American Board 
Long Meadow, Mass. towards of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
the translations, 30545 00 for having engaged in the great work 
27. From several young of evangelizing the heathen, and offord- 
men in ‘Cownsend, by Mr. ing others an opportumty of assisting 
Cushing Wilder, 10 26 in the same design, a second dunativi 
31. From a Society ef Fe- from the Female Foreign Mission Socie- 
males in Hingham, by~ Mrs. ty in Cornish is committed to their dis- 
Ruth Wilder, 1200 posal.” 
Nov. 2. From the Female + This donation was from a female 


who, unable to furnish tue means of he! 


Foreign Mission Society in 
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4. Froma lady, by Mr. Ar- 
temas Woodward, 109 
5. From Miss Nancy ' 
Blanchard, of Weymonth, by 


Mr. S. T. Armstrong, 2 50 
From a friend, by the Rev. 
D:. Morse,* 19 00 


8. From Q by the Rev. 

Dv. Woreester, for the transla- 

tions, 6 09 
11. From a female friend 

of missions in Slienango coun. 

tv, (N. ¥.) by the Rev. Reu- 

ben Hurd, 10 00 
17. From a friend of for- 

eign missions in Braintree, by 

the Rev. R.S. St. rs, 4 00 
13. From the Fémale Char- 

itable Society in Montville, 

(Con.) by General Hanting- 

ton of New London, 72 50 
25. From two females in 

Boylston, (Mass.) by the Rey. 

Wr. Austin, for the translations, 4 09 
23. From the Foreign 

Mission Society of Northamp- 

ton and the neighboring towns, 


by Josiah Dwight, Esq. the 


Treasures, 588 62 
30. From a female of Ru- 
pert, (Ver.) by Mr. R. C. 
Morse, 1 Of 
$763 2 


LETTER PHOM A RESPRCTARLE CLERGY- 
MAN, IN THE NEIGHBORBLOD OF LON- 
DON, TO A FALEND IN THIS COUNTRY. 


London, June 15, 1814. 

Dear Sir, 

T reeret, that through your pressure of 
business, and mine, and the war, we 
correspond so title. TL hope to do better; 
but my business inereases, and some- 
thing, alas, is every day omitted. 

[hope you will receive with this our 
last Report,t by Mr. Osgood. We now 
print eight pages of our Magazine sepa- 
rajgiy, so as to send by post to our 
friends in England, and we can send 
them to you monthly, when peace is 


pions liberality in any other way, sold 
loth which had been intended for « suit 
of bed-curtains, and remitted the avails 
as above. Her letter evinced a most 
commendable disposition to deny herself 


tor the sake of promoting the cause of 


he» Savior. « 


* See notice of Jr. Amos Watney, 
nh the Odituary of this number. 
| The Repart of the Missionary So- 
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restored. I hope you ‘will then get our 
Magazines, which contain an immense 
mass Of information, always Increasing. 

Some of our friends have lately visited 
France, that almost heathen country. 
Mr. S. asked at more than 5v bookshops 
and stalls, for a Bible, in any language. 
Not one could he obtain! This is a fact. 

[ have just been intormed, that Napo% 
leon had an intention of suppressing the 
Catholic Religion as#oon as he could, and 
substituting Unitarianism, uader the new 
title of Mupfoleonism. He had read a 
book published by a protestant minister 
in defence of himseif as a Socinian, with 
which he was so pleased, that he determin- 
ed to adopt it, and use all his influence te 
make it the religion of France. This he 
intended, because he had observed that 
Moses, Confusius, Jesus Christ, and Ma- 
homet, livedin the minds of their follow- 
ers more than political or military mea 
only. Determined, therefore, to live for 
ages in the hearts of Wapoleonists, he 
fixed on this plan.¢- 

But He, that sits on the throne of 
heaven, has laughed at the tyrant, and 
hurled him from his throue, no lonzer 
able to oppose the kingdom of Christ our 
Lord. ‘Yo Him, our best and unchange- 
able friend, L heartily con:mend you. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your alfeetionate brother, 
ee +E 


CHARITY LIBRARIES. 


Some of our readers may recollect, that 
in the number for January last, we pub- 
lished a communication on Charity Lie 
braries; and that, in our notices to cor- 
responients, we requested a copy of the 
constitution of sueh libraries for publica- 
tion, either tn whole, or in an abridged 
form. A copy of it was sent us not long 
after; an abridgement of which we now 


publish. 
Art. 1. Tats Library belongs to the 


+ The project here stated may be 
thought so extravagant as to uppeur in- 
credible. For several years, however, 
previous to the downful of Bonaparie, 
it was suspected by muny intelligent men, 
that he intended to establish anew vrelig- 
ion. From the character ef several jrub- 
licatiens, which issued from the Purisian 
press under the auspices of the French 
government, it was supposed that the 
new religion would be a modification of 
Mahometanism; as thut religion is more 


favorable than any other to a militury des- 


petis m. yD. 
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Missionary Society;* and is to be 
continued in tiis settlement, for the bene- 
fit of subseribers, so long as they shall 
make a good use of it, and the missionary 
society shall not think it may be more 
needed, and more useful, in some other 
destitute settlement. 

2. Any head ofa family, by subseribing 
this constitution, and these laws, may, 
with his .amily, enjoy the benefit of the 
Library 

3. The officers shall be a librarian, and 
two assistants, who shall continue in of- 
ay till others shall be appointed. 

The officers shall be appointed from 

sae the subseribers by a missionary, 
who will consult the wishes and the inter- 
ests of the people. 

5. It Shall be the duty of the librarian 
to keep the books with care; to give them 
out to suhseribers according to “the laws; 
to set down in a book kept “for that pur- 
pose, the number of the’ volume, and the 
time when drawn and returne d, Ke. Ke. 

6. It shall be the duty of the assistants, 
10 aid the librarian, as he may need, in 
performing the duties of his oifice; to see 
that the subseribers observe the laws, 
particularly article 9th; and with the libra- 
rian, to make report to the inspeciing 
hussionary, 

The hooks, belonging to this Libra- 
ry shall not be drawn on the Sabbath; 
but, on any other day, a subscriber shail 
have aright to draw one book at a time, 
snd no more; provided always, that he 
shall pet have two bound books in his 
Patcosnien at once. 

The subseribers shail refrain from 
I: bor and business on the Sabbath; they 
shall not indulge themselves in the habit 
of visiting on that day, or of receiving 
Visits, except in eases of sickness, or for 
religious conversation and prayer; they 
Shall refrain from amusements and sports, 
Such as hunting and fishing on the Sab- 
imth, and oppose and bear testimony 
against all these vices and practices in 
others. They shall also restrain their 
@hildren and families from these practices, 
and take them to the worsliip of God, as 
often as they can conveniently, and par- 
ticularly to hear the preaching, and at- 
tend to the instruction of missionaries, 
wares they shall be sent among them. 

foreover the subseribers shall 1 efrain 
fom profane swearing, and the intem- 
perate use of ardent spirits, and use their 


* Jt should be observed, that, when the 
missionury society rec eive a Charity 
Library, ti:ey engage to send a mission- 
ary, at least once a year, to the plice in 
swhich it is estublished, with a commission 
to inspect the Librury, and to make re- 
port concerning it. 


endeavors to prevent, or suppress these 


vices in others. 

10. Any subscriber, who shall vi-“\ate 
tlie laws, and persist in the violation, 
may be suspended from drawing books, 


when the officers shall judge best; and if 


he shail not make satisfaction sv as to be 
restored to his privilege, when the mis - 
sionary inspeets the Library, his name 
may be erased trom the book,. and then 
he shall have no more right in the Library 
t#ihe makes satisfaction. 


We have been informed, on the most 
respeetable authority, that Libraries, es- 
tablished according to the preceding plan, 
have had « very beneficial tendeney; and 
that they are found tu be powerful aids 
of missionaries. Ep. 


FRAGMENT SOCIETY 


Tar Fragment Society of Boston held 
their annual meeting on the second Moun- 
day in October. In making their yearly 
Report, “Vhe Directors present their re- 
newed congratulations to the subseribers 
on the arrival of their second anniversary, 
In contemplating the success which has 
attended this Society since its institution, 
they would feel lively emotions of grati- 
tude toward Him, who alone ean prosper 
the work ef their hands, To the inter- 
vention of his blessing must it be ascribed, 
that at such a time as this, when some of 
our most respectable citizens are more or 
less subjected to the inconveniences ef 
privation or want, the resources of this 
little avsoeiation have rot been diminish- 
ed; and it is sincerely hoped, that nothing 
but the imperious demands of necessity 
will hereafter induce any to withhold tbat 
charity, of which the poor feel the addi- 
Uonal need, by a more than equal parti- 
cipation w ith tlie rich in the sutte erings of 


' the times. 


aad executing the trust committed to 
them, they have been anxious to diserim- 
idate between real and pretended ‘want; 
and have made it their constant aim, so to 
dispense your alms, as to soothe the nese- 
ries and mitigate "the sufferings of indi- 
gent merit, and not to encourage idfeness 
ov djseontent. And though their means 
of usefulness have been limited, they in- 
dulge the humbie belief, that through this 
Sodety, streams of comfort have been 
diffused into the abodes of sorrow, and 
cheered the hearts of their miserable oc- 


~ cupants. 


“The Directors thankfully acknowl- 
edge many Eberal donations of clothing 
and monev;—the amount received the 
past year, in subseriptions and donations, 


being twelve hundred and fifiy-two dof 
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lars, fifty-five cents. About five hundred 
families have been assisted’ by the distri- 
bution of various articles of clothing, in- 
eludingin the whole twenty eight hundred 
garments. They have likewise contribu- 
ed much to the comfort of the sick, by 
iending necessary garments, which have 
geueratly been received w.th gratitude, 
nsed with care, and returned in a decent 
and cleanly state. Forty-nine families 
have been assisted in this way. ‘They 
have distributed among the ¢hildven of the 
Charity-Schoois much comfortable cloth- 
ing, abd in the course of the last winter 
Jent them a number of great-coats for the 
purpose of enabling them to appear de- 
cent at chureh. The children, in their 
turn, have e:nployed much of their time 
in sewing for the Society, and have made 
many articles in a very neat manner” 

The Society solicit further encourage- 
ment. Donations in money or ciothing 
will be gratetully received. 


CORBAN SOCIETY. 


From the Report of the Directors of this 
‘Society, it appears, that during the year 
preceding the aunual meeting in Septem- 
ber last, they had assisted twenty one 
young gentlemen in obiaining their edu- 
cation for the Christian ministry. ‘They 
had been abie to afford mare or less assist- 
ance to every appltcant; and had given 
articles of elothing, which cost $231:79, 
beside $59, m money. Several members 
of the Society added materially to the 
value ofthe articles of clothing, by their 
own personal labor; thus saving a consider- 
able e&pense to the Society. The re- 
ceipts during the past year were $286:25. 
‘The balance on hand is about $270, of 
which $200 is devoted to form a perma- 
nent fund. 

At the clos» of their Report, the Di- 
rectors say, ‘Considering the importance 
of the object embraced by this Society, 
and the continual succession of persons, 
who are benefited by its charity, tire Di- 
rectors feel it to be their duty to recomn- 

@uend to the members to inerease their 
exertions in obtaining annual subserip- 
tions, that their funds may afford a more 
extensive and ample supply.” | 

**As our Heavenly Father,” thet agd, 
“has condescended to employ us feeble in- 
struments in his servier, let us by our 
gratitude for his past favors, and by the 
purity of our motives in future, secure to 
oursetves his gracious bevediction.” 


CENT INSTITUTION, 


~Voney received by Mrs. Simpkine. 
July 29, 1813. Received by the Rev. 
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Mr. Rockwood from Ladies in Westbor- 


ough, 235 50 

~ Oct. 4. By George Russell 

from ladies in Kingston, 2 21° 
6. By Paul Bayley from ladies 

in Newbury, 15 60 


15. By the Rev. Mr. Wads- 


worth from ladies in Danvers, 7 75 
29. By the Rev.-Mr. Homer 

from ladies in the east parish of 

Newton, 40 00 
Jan. 13, 1814. By Rebecca 

Holmes from ladies in Kingston, 277 
May 25. By the Kev Mr. Bar- 

ker{rom ladies in the tirst parish 

of Middleborough, 9 00 
26. By Mer. Stow from ladies 

in Marlborough, 5 22 
By the Rey. Elisha Rockwood _ 

from Cent Soviety in Weston, 9 25 


30. By a female Céut Society 

in the Rev. Mr. Codinan’s Parish 

in Dorchester, 20 OO 
June 4 By Mr. B. Pond, 

fram Mrs. Cleaveland’s Ceut 

Society in Wrentham, 10 82 
18. By the Rev. Freegrace 

Reynold’s, trom Cent Society, 


Wilmington, i6 79 
By Mrs. Whitney from ladies 

in Lunenburg for Bibles, 12 80 
July 15. By Paut Bailey from 

ladies in Newbury Newtowa, WZ 25 
From ladies in Boston, 48 64 
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MISSIONARTES TO INDIA. 


Ir appears from magazines received by 
late arrivals, that four missionaries have 
already been set apart for the work in 
India, » y the Church Missionary Society; 
viz. the Rev. Thomas Norton and the 
Rev. William Greenwood, destined as 
missionaries to Ceylon, aud the Kev. 
Joba Christian Schnarre and the Rev. 
Charles Theophilus Ewald Rhenius, about 
to sail as missionaries to Tranquebar. An 
address was delivered to them, on tie 
7th of January last, at Freemason’s Hall, 
London, by the Rev. Um Buchanan, at « 
special general meeting of the Church 
Missionary Society. 

This Society publishes a small monthly 
magazine, entitled the Missionary Regis- 
ter, copies of which are distributed gratis 
to small associations of persons, whe 
make regular contributions to the Sociciy. 


FOREIGN ABSTRACT. 
The Ladies Auxiliary Bible Society of 


Dublin was formed two or three yearg 
ago. Viscountess Lorton is patroness, 








% 


$24 Observance of the Sabbath...Lnetaiiatisi. Nov. 


and three countesses, one viscountess, 
and twelve other distinguished ladies 
vice-patronesses, 

The Report of the Neath Bible Society 
contains the tollowing aneedote. “An 
old man, (upwards ai seventy-five years 
of age,) whois assisted to a maintenance 
by the pansh, }..s, within the last fifteen 
months, learni to read his Bible im his na- 
tive (the Wclsh) language, through the 
persevering efforts of a religiously dispos- 
ed workman, who lodges in his cottage; 
and now rejoices in the privileges he en- 
joys, at this date period of his life, consid- 
‘ering it as. one of the greatest blessing of 
his earthly existence. His wife (aged 72) 
is now learning her Ietters, in the hope of 
more fully partaking in the benefits aris- 
ing from the perusal of the Scripteres for 
herself; and, on a late oceasion, emphati- 
cally expressed her strong preference for 
a participation in this privilege, by hold- 
ing out her hat with an air of enthusiasm, 
and exclaiming; ‘Yes, I would rather that 
1 could read thas to have this hat full of 
silver and gold’ ” 

The English Government have caused 
a distribution of books to be made in the 
navy, in the following proportions: one 
copy of the New ‘Testament, two com- 
mon prayer-books, and two Psaiters to a 
mess of $8 men, aud one Bibie to every 
two messes. 

The Britivs National Seciety for 
promoting the education of the Poor, 
within a few months after its institution, 
received subscriptions aud danations to 
the amount of $175,000. 

The Society tor the relief of widows 
and children of medical men in London 
and the Vicinity, has a capital of above 
$53,000, ' 

The Soctety in Landon for enforcing 
the ebservance cf the L.ord’s Day -prose- 
outed to convicuon 440 persons, in the 
course of the year 1812. Some bills of 
indictment were withdrawn, on the par- 
ties acknowledging their error, and en- 
gaging to reform. 

For repairing the loss sustained by the 
burning of the printing office at Seram- 
pore, above $28,000 was raised by gon- 
tributioas in England and Scotland! 


@BSERVANCE OF THE SABBATA. 


A ConRESPONDENT, whose communica- 
tion appears in this number, has taken 
notice of the Middlesex Convention, 
which met for the purpose of devising 
and adopting measures for the due obser- 
vation of the Lord’sday. The pamphlet, 
which contains the doings of this conven- 
ion, is one of the most interesting docu- 
ments whieh have appeared on this sub- 
ject 


The convention met Sept. 5, 1814, at 
Burliag.ow. Joseph bLocke, Esq. was 
called to the chair, and the Rev. Jacob 
Coggin, chosen Seribe. The meeting was 
opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. 
Ripley, of Concord. A number of suita. 
bie resolutions were adopted, and a cen- 
tral committee appointed cousisting of 
the followmg gentlemen; wiz: the Rev. 
Mr. Ripley of Concord, the Rev. Mr. 
Stearns, of Bedford, the Rey. \:r. Alien, 
of Chelmsford, Joseph Locke, Esq. of 
Billerica, the Rev. Mr. Chickering, of 
Woburn, the Rev. Mr. Coggiu, of 
‘Fewksbury, and the Rev. Mr. Edwards, 
of Andover. 

The convention was adjourned te meet 
at Concord, on the 26th of October; at 
which time gentlemen from thirteen 
towns convened Dr. Isaxe Hurd was 
called tothe chair, Joseph Lo.ke, Esq. 
beg absent. The Rey. Mr. Litchfield, 
oi Carlisle, opened the meeting with pray- 
er. The central committee presented a 
very able aud impressive Keport, which, 
with several spirited resolutions, was 
unanimously adopted. The central com- 
mittee were directed to prepare aud pub- 
lish the pamphlet, (of which these notices 
are un abstract,) and the following gentle- 
men were added to their number: Sam- 
uel Hoar, Esq. of Concord, "Dr. Rutes 
Wyman of Chelmsford, Benjamin Rice, 
Esq. of Marlborough, and Jerewixh 
Evarts, of Chariestown. ‘The convention 
now stands adjourned to meet at Con- 
end, ou the last Wednesday of January 
next, 

‘Fhe pamphlet is closed by an address 
written with great vigor, and gwhich 
must, if cireulated aud read as it ought to 
be, produce a decisive effect. Let all 
who reyerence the Sabbath, awake to 
this subject. They have already sluinber- 
ed toolong. Now is the time for exer- 
tion. “Fhe beneficial effect of the first 
attempts entirely surpasses the hopes ot 
the most sanguine. TO faint or talter 
naw, would be shameful cowardice. 


INSTALLATION. e 


IxsTatLeD, at New Hartford, (N. Y.} 
on the 19th ult. the Rey. Noau Cor. 
The Rev. Samuel F. Snowden preached 
from 2 Cor. vi, 1. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS TO THR 
TWENTIETH GENERAL MEETING OP 


THE MISSIONAKY SUCIETY, MAY 12, 
1814. 


By the kindness of the Rev. Thaddeus 
Osvood, who has returned from Eneg- 
lund to Quelety we huve lytely recei? 
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ed a variety of religious intelligence. 
The mast importunt ariicie, however, 
is the following Report, which, as it 
gontains a late oficial account of the 
state of all the mssious under the di- 
yection of tie great English Mission- 
ary Society, is peculiarly worthy of 
an atientive perusal. Ev. ban. 


Christian Friends, 

Lo those of you who recollect the first 
meeting of this Society, in the memora- 
ble month of September, 1795, who can 
trace its gradual prugress-from year to 
vear, aud who now coutemptate the num- 
ber of missionaries employed in various 
parts of the work!, and the happy success 
of their labors, together with the flourish- 
ing state and exteusive usefulness of other 
institutio:s which sprung from this, the 
present oeeasion must afford a high degree 
of sacred delight, approaching perhaps to 
the f-leity of the heavenly world, where 
the comersion of sinners on earth, and the 
enlargement of the Mediator’s kingdom, 
contribute to the joys of the redeemed 

Which of us, at the first commence- 
ment of the Society, could have ventured 
to hope that in less than twenty years so 
veneral a movement of the Christian 
church would be effeeted; that so many 
hundred thousands of languid professors 
would have been roused from their supive 
and torpid state; that with so much unioa 
of spirit, so much ardor of desire, se much 
energy of exertion, so much liberality and 
benevolence, they would concur in send- 
ing the heralds of the Gospel, and the 
Seviptures of truth, to the remotest na- 
tions of the earth. This hath God done! 
liis be the glory! be our’s the joy! 

The Directors for the past vear will now 
complete their duty, by laying betore 
you a brief account of their proceed gs 
during that period, with the present state 
of the several missions under your pat- 
POLare, 


OTAHEITE. 


The Directors commence their Repart 
wil a pleasure they never before enjey- 
ed—the pleasure of stating, that after 
the patient labors of fitteen yerrs, enliv- 
ened ouly by some faint rays of Lope, 
those jaboers were not entirely fruitiess: 
your faithiul missionaries at Otabeite feel 
themselves rewarded for all their toil by 
tue conversion of King Pomarre to the 
faith of the Gospel. ‘Whey did indesd de- 
"ve some solace from the belief, that a 
few individuals, feeling in their depart- 
ing moments the need of that salvation 
which they had too long neglected, east 
their dying eyes to the eross, and expired 
" hope of eternal life by Jesus Christ. 
Phey faithfully persisied for many a long 


veo; having reeeived of the Lord, and oi 
the Society, tnis nilnistry, they fainted 
not; avd aiter they were diivell from the 
scene of Ubeir labors by civil war, they 
readily returned at the invitation of the 


king, and with picasure renewed their 


work. bo the course of.a few mouths af- 
ter their return, theiv hearts were cheer- 
ed with the pleasing appearance of the 
etivets of divine gence ou the heart of the 
Kang. ‘Lhe Directors fivst received Uns 
welcome infornmation by a letter dated 
October 21, 112, which however did uot 
arrive till October 1813. On the 18th et 
July, 181%, Pomarre declared to the Mis- 
sionaries his fuli convigtion of the truth 
of tie Gospel, as the vesuit of delii evate 
cousideration; bis determiiauon to wor- 
ship Jehovah as the ouly ving and 
true God, aud his desire to make « pub- 
lic profession of lus faith, by being bap- 
tised. The missionanes, greatly reyo.eed, 
assured him that they woukl not cease to 
pray for him, bat thought it prudgat to 
defer his baptism tl! he should have re- 
evived fusiher ims avuction, and until, by 
a careful observacion of his conduct, ther 
should be fully saiisfied as tothe reauty of 
hes c:aversion. in this advice he ecaliuls 
acytuesced; but was earnestiy desirous of 
immediately buiiding a convenient house 
for divine worship; tais however was dc- 
ferred for a while, watil the peace of tie 
island shouid be fully estabished. 

Subseguent letters seem to afford in4 
erveasing evidence of Pomarre’s sinecvity. 
The misstonaries state, that whep at a 
distanee from them, aud amigst very jy.- 
portait engagements, he regulariv ci. 
served the Lords day; that he labored 
to persuade his relations to embrace 
Christianity; thet he has entireiv absa;.- 
coned his idols; that he ente tains vey 
clear and cousistent views of the prine iy 
doctrines of the Gespel; and, alove ull, 
that he expresses the most deep contri 
tion On xceottat of his former vielous fe 
aii a most bumbling seuse of his Retie 
depravity. We trust therefore we may 
indulge the picasing hope, thay Pomarre 
is become a vexd Christian; and, if so, tha. 
his influenee and example will at least in. 
wuce his subjects to le ar more attentive- 
l,, and examune more ex efully, the even: 
truths proposed to them by Gur nile 
aries. ; 

One of the hrethren, in a letter dated 

ew South Wales, in June 1813, says: 
sf shell only add, respecting hin, that 
supposii g him to be a real convert, of 
which there is every rational evidence 
aud there can be no reason ble douht, fice 
is, not to say the createst, (whieh I thi: k 
I might venture to say) but one of the 
Sreutest mirseles of grace ever exhibited 
on the siuge of this world. To God's 
holy and glovicus wame be all the Juaise.” 
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But Pomarre appears not to be the onu- 
fy fruit of our brethren’s labors. ‘There 
are others¥” say they, “whom the Lord 
is drawing to hiusclf from among this 


people; there i is One man in particalst of 


whom we entertain good hope s: we have 
hitthe doubt that his beart is changed by 
divine grace, but we do not like ha- tiiy to 
baptise any. One ofeur domestics, who 
departed this hfe the other dav, we hope 
diced in a safe state; he evied for pardon- 
ing merey through Christ as long as he 
was able.” Other cire: umstances, they ob- 
serve, are encouraging; but they add, 
“*We wish still to ke ep ‘to the maxim we 
have hitherto (perhays teo rigidly) ad- 
hered to—to say too little about such 
dhings rather than too much ” 

While the Society rejoice in this 
pleasing intelligence, they cannot bit feel 
pain in reflecting upen the serious loss 
which this mission has sustained by the 
death of several of the pions females. 

Mes. Henry died July 28, 1812. She 
was a fnost veluable oman, patient ancl 
resigned under ali privations and hard- 
ships. Her natural disposition was amin- 
ble, her piety unaffected, ard her love tor 
the poor heathen unfeiguei. She «ied 
after a tedious ness, worn out in the 
service of the missin. 

Mrs. Davies was also an exerUent wom- 
an; she unexpectedly departed on the 4th 
of September, 1812; her infant foliowed 
her to the grave three weeks after. 

Mrs. Hayward also, after suffering 
much from a complication of disorders, 
departed October 4, 1812. She was 
greatly supported in the prospect of 
death by the precious promises of the 
Gospel. 

These valuakle women are doubtless 
gone to receive the gvatuitous reward ot 
those labors and sufferings which they 
voluntarily encountered, that the 'y might 
advanee the kingdom of Christ in the 
world; and their memory is blessed. 

‘The missionaries had eome to a deter- 
mination, agreeably to our directions, to 
separate and form a mission on another 
ef the Society Islands, and they had fixed 
upon Reiatea, as the largest or most 
ecntral of the group; but the melancholy 
losses they had sustained rendered it nec- 
essary to defer the execution of their 
jlan, especially as they were about to 
build a vessel of about fifiv or sixty tons, 
as strenuously recommended to them by 
his excellency Governor Macquarrie and 
the Rev. Mr. Marsden, to both of whom 
the Society is much indebted for their 
kind attention to the missionaries. 

It is with great satisfaction we learn, 


that the obstacles which appeared to be 


an the wav of establishing a mission in the 
Asland of New Zealand, were likely to he 


removed; a young chief of that country, 
who had resided tor two years at Port 
Jackson, having returned to it, and intro- 
duced agrieulture aid other arts of ei viliz- 
ed life, aucl who was lixely to become a 
true friend to the missoaaries who may 
hereafter go thither. 


( fo be continued) 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. | 
NEW WORKS. 


The Panoplist Review of Two Pam- 
phiets, which were published on the sub- 
jeet of the Ecclesiastical Controversy in 
Morchester. Boston: S. T. Armstrong. 
1814. pp. 46. Price 25 cents. 

A Sermon delivered before the Maine 
Missionary Socie:y, at their annual meet- 
ing,in Gorham, June 22, 1814. By Fran- 
cis brown, Pastor of a elias im North 
Yarmouth. Hallowell: Cheever. 

A Sermon sada by the death ot 
Mr. Williara Coombs, and delivered June 
12,1814. By Daniel Dana, A. ML. Pastor 
of the first Presbyterian Church in New- 
burypoct. Newburyport: E. Little and Co 

A Sermon preached before the North 
Church and Society in Salem, Oct. 1b, 
18i4; on the death of their pastor, the 
Kev. Thomos Barnard, D.D who died 
Oct. 1, 1814, in the 67th year of his age. 
By the Rev. John Prince, L.b.. D. Pastor 
am the First Chureh in Selem. Salem; 
Thomas C. Cushing. pp. 32. 

An Oration pronounced before the 
Knox and Warren branches of the Wash- 
ington Benevolent Society, at Amberst, 
on the celebration of the Anniversary of 
the Deelaration of Independence, July 4, 
1314. By Noah Webster, Esq. North- 
ampten; William Butier. 


NEW EDITION, 


Bisura Hebraica, secundum ultimam edi 
tionem Jos. Athiae, a Johanne Leusdeu 
denuo recognitam, recensita variisque ¥" 
tis Latinis illustrata ab Everardo van der 
Hooght, V. D. M. Editio prima Ameri- 
cana, sine punctis Masorethicis. Philadel- 
phiaé: Cura et impensis Thome Dobson 
edita ex aedibus lapideis. Typis Gulict- 
mi Fry. 1814. Price 14 dollars in boards. 


WORKS PROPOSED. 


Messns. Hale and Hosmer, of Hartford, 
propose to publish The Caiechism of 
t.cneva, by the Rev. Jolin Calvin: Trans- 
lated by the Rev. E. Waterman, paced 
of the Life of Calvin. Price 50 cents, 
marble. 
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Mess:s. H. and H. propose also to pub- 
lish, by subseription, Dr. Larduer’s (ved- 
ibility of the Gospel History, “Pruth of 
Christianity, anc dewish and Heathen 
‘Testimonies. The’ Rev. Mr. Yates, of 
East Hartford, is to supertatend the 
work as editor. It is to be published in 8 
vols. at §2 each, in boards. 


OBITUARY. 


Diep, at Alexandria, (Lonisiana,) on 
the 22nd of August last, Joun C. M. 
Wissurr, Esq. Counselior at Law, aged 
2). 

At West Cambridge, Mass. Mr. Hen- 
ry THomson, ered 20. Lie was gradu. 
aicd at Harvard College in 1813. 

At Milford. Con. on the 21st ult. a 
French lady, a passenger in the stage, by 
suicide. She went into the kitehen, took 
ap a knife, and drew * across her throat; 
bi it not eff-eting her purpose, she Instaut- 
iy plunged it into her bosom, aiid soon ex- 
pir ed. 

At Burlington, Vt. Major Eaexezer 
Berbe, of the 6th regiment U. S. infaa- 
try. 

“At Gloueester, Mass. Mrs. Nanex C. 
Ororen, aged 56. The genuine piety, 
dene oe ‘nee, and disunguished talent of 
this lathy, made her exiensively useful, 

endcare “i he r to all whe kne v ‘h ier, and 
render her death a subject of general la- 
mentation in the eirele of her acquein- 
wed She has lett an aged mothee, and 

two orphan chikdren to lament her d -par- 
ture. Jt is probable that a more extend- 
ed account of this iady wil appear iu the 
Panoplist. 

At Salem, Mass. on the fst inst. Rev. 
Tuomas Bannann, D. DBD. pastor of the 
North Church, aged $6, in au apopleeuc 
hit. 

At Townsend, Vt the Hon. SAMUEL 
Fiercakr, Esq. aged 70. - 

At Wiseasset, James PURRINGTON, 
Esq. a representative of Gardiner in the 
General Court. 

» In England, Awrnony J. P. Mottoy, 
Esq. cantain in the royal Wavy. lie was 


senior captain in Earl Howe’s vietory of 


dune 1, 1794, aud earmatynnied the Cesar, 
$8 gun * ship. 

At Philadelphie, the Hon. Joan MIL- 
LER, Fsqg. M. C. ages! 56. 

At Springfield. fass. a cavun of Mr. 
H. A. Chapin, by its ciothes taking fire 
on the day preceding. 

At Brighton, Eng. on the 5th of Au- 
srust last, his Excel leney Francis JAMES 
dacksoes, Esq. aged Sih He had been 


oo 
Ambassador to Turkey, Spain, Prussia, 
Austria, France, Denmark, and the Uni- 


ted Staies. 


On the 17th ult. at his father’s house ia 
Andover, the Rev. Joun Lovesoy Ap- 
nov, pastor of ihe First Church in Bos- 
ton, aged 27. 

AtSt. Luuis, Missouri Territory, Brig. 
Gen. Bensamin Howanna, of U.S. army, 
and late Governor of that territory. 

At Charleston, $. C. the Rev. James D. 
Simmons, an Episcopal clergyman, 

At Attleborough, Mass. Rev. James 
Reap, pasior of a Baptist church in that 
town. 


“At Charlestown, Mass. Sept. 13th, 
Mr. Amos Warren, merchant, ageu 
25, after a short and sudden illness. ‘he 
death of this young man is deeply la- 
mented by his friends and intimate ac- 
quaintaneces, as 2 painful event to them- 
seims and ‘a reai loss to the community. 
From early youth he had been thought- 
ful on subjects of religion; aud about iout 
years ago, after much deliberation and 
diligent. examination of his spiritual state, 
he made a public protession of his faith in 
Christ. His conduet was cousistent with 
his profession, and, by a life of piety and 
virtue, he seemed preparing for more ex- 
tensive usefulness in the chureh and the 
world. But the Great Disposer of events 
removed him suddenty, and with Little 

warving to the world of spirits. His sur- 
welig trends have reason to believe, that 
death'was a welcome inessenger to him, 
and that he is nambered among those, 
whose sins have been washed away by the 
viood of Christ. 

Among bis papers was foand, after his 
decease, a lette ‘vr to his pastor, the Rey 
lar. Morse, written for the purpose of en- 
closing a donatio i, la aid of the imissiona- 
ry Catise,” us from ab unknown persona, 
This donation is published in the present 
number of the Panoplist, xs from a friend. 
‘Lhe jletier was written just before the 
writer was taken ill, and was one of the 
last actions of his lite. !t contains the 
following sentences, which’ indicate a pi- 
ous and benevolent disposition. After 
alluding to the distinguishing privileges 
_ Which we enjoy, and the uneertainty of 
‘life and the ensoyfnent of ear tuly pose - 
sions, the wri ter aida: 

These refleetions, a conviction of past 
neglect, and the thougiits of the vast 
nunibers, both in our own country and in 
Asia, destitute of ihe means of grace, have 
induced me to nake this small contribn- 
tion, to be appropriated for the advance- 
ment of the religious cause, in any wav 
you think Lest: hoping, that in future E 
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may be enabled by the smiles of Provi- est of tho Redeemer’s kingdom at hear? 
dence on my worldly concerns, and dis- may be excited to do likewise.” 


posed by God's grace, to make much The following elegy, written by a 
Jarger; and that all who have the inter- friend, has appeared in the public papers. 
+ 


Whuby modest merit And intrinsic worth, 

For climes corgenial leave this barren earth; 

When youthfel virtue, in its op’ning bloom, 

Untimely sinks a victim to the tomb; 

Friendship would fain her last sad honors pay, 

Aud wake the plaintive dirge and chant the mournful ly. 


Friendship and Love this wasting world survive, 
Jn other realins, ’mid happier scenes to thrive; 

In vain the grave, that forces friends to part, 

\ ould chase thei mempry trom the faithful heart; 
‘The faithful héart stil mounts oa faney’s wiage, 
And back to earth the dear departed object brings. 


He whose short pilgrimage has ceas’d below, 

Was meek to learn whai duty bade him know; 

Was wise 40 shun whate’er to vice inelin’d, 

For bless’d religion sanctified his mind; 

No vot’ry he, at pleasure’s glitt’ring shrine — 

Low bent his youthiul knee betore the throne divine. 


While thoughtless myriads throng the road of life, 
Eager to grasp its flow’rs, and share its strife, 

He seem’d a lonely traveller, in a way 

Narrow, but leading to celestial day; 

Where fraits and flowers immortal fragrance shed, 
And crowns of joy await the pious pilgrim’s head. 


Though coldthe sod, dear youth, that wraps thy clay, 
Thus lowly ouce the world’s great Savior lay; 

Sweet be thy slumbers, and thy rest serene, 

Till the last trump shail wake the glorious scene; 

‘Lill He whose voice bade Lazarus “‘arise,” 

Shall rouse his slumbering saints, and call them to the skies. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Complaint of the .Von-Donors is ingeniously drawn up by our correspondent 
D. Perhaps sarezsms may provoke this class of persons to more decided hostility. 

The metrical version of Habakkuk iii, was duly received trom our correspondent 
A.D. We thank him sincerely for his communication; but he must permit us to say, 
that an attempt to exhibit this incoroparably sublime passage, in the form of a regu- 
lar stanza, or indeed in any metrical form, is an extremely hazardous experiment. 
Scarvely one poct in an age could hope to succeed, in such a manner as to satisfy 
either himself, or his readers. The smaller pieces, forwarded by the same correy 
pondent, have the faults common to most of the rhymes, whieh are sent to us, on 
religious subjects. Thgy appear to have .bcen hastily written; and the thoughts are 
most obvie:us in themselves, and expressed in too careless a manner. 

The private experience of A SINCERE FRIEND To THR HEATHEN contains many ex- 
cellent things, 2nd appears to be the history of a pious mind. There are passages, 
however, which appear so liable to miseonstruction, or objeetion, that we think it best 
to decline publishing the picee. With the communication was cnelosed a ten doflar 
bill for the support of foreign missions, which was mentioned in the Panoptist for 
June last, p. 287. ; 

The paper of F. containing MOTIVES POR MAGTSTRATES AND RULERS, is the pro- 
ducaon of a sensible, reflecting, mind; but the subject is discussed in too abstruse *- 
Manner to be perused with interest by the mass of readers 





